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WHY MOUNT ORCHIDS? 

By John Raymond  

and Phil Rudko 

   Well over 100 years ago or-

chids were brought in from 

the wild and immediately pot-

ted like other plants, usually 

unsuccessfully.  Even those 

who could afford to build a 

greenhouse for them were un-

able to re-create the perfect 

environment for them and usu-

ally over-watered or over heated 

them.  Eventually with continued 

efforts and research, growers 

began to understand the unique 

requirements of each type of or-

chid.  In recent years there has 

been a renewed interest in grow-

ing orchids and along with that 

many newly discovered facts 

about where they grow and how.  

This has enabled us to improve 

our success in growing them out-

side of their natural environ-

ment, and one aspect of this has 

been mounting orchids rather 

than just potting them. 

    In mounting orchids you are in 

a sense recreating the way in 

which the orchid grew originally.  

Most grew on the bark of trees, 

so we use cork,  

which is an excellent substitute 

and readily available.  You can 

also use treefern fiber, and even 

weathered wood without bark (it 

will eventually peel off).  Along 

with this you will want to add a 

small bunch of sphagnum moss 

which will hold some moisture, 

and then arrange the orchid in an 

“upright” position, determined by 

the general direction of the 

leaves or the spike.  Nylon fish-

ing line and fine wire are general-

ly used to wrap around and se-

cure the orchid to the mount, 

although hot-glue and push pins  

have also been used; the im-

portant thing to remember is 

that you want to attach the 

roots so as not to break or cut 

them.  Also, either before or 

after mounting, you will want to 

create a “hanger” for it, de-

pending on where & how you will 

hang the orchid.      

    Mounted orchids need to be 

misted or sprayed at least once 

a day or more, depending on 

their location and the humidity 

level, as they should not be al-

lowed to dry out; just feel the 

moss to determine this.   Be sure 

to fertilize them as much, if not 

a bit more than you do the pot-

ted orchids.  Also one has to con-

sider the needs of each type of 

orchids; those with bulbs and 

small roots have to be located in 

a more shaded and damp area, 

whereas those that have more 

(Con’t pg 3) 

  

 

March 2016 
nenyosorchids@gmail.com 

A photo of Phil and John’s orchid wall at  

home. 

JRaymond 

JVinyard 
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MAKING IT WORK FOR NENYOS 

OFFICERS FOR 2015 
 

Donna Wardlaw Co-President 

Janet Vinyard Co-President & 

  Treasurer 

Deb Lambeth Secretary 

Sandy Buxton    Director 

Mark Conley Director 

Alex Shepherd Website 

Stan Lee  Past President 

Sandy Buxton AOS Rep 

Patty Boggs Name Tags 

Joan Gardner Refreshments 

Bob Odess  Raffle 

    Greeter 
 

NENYOS Contact: 

        nenyosorchids@gmail.com 
 

Sandy Buxton     Newsletter Editor        

Upcoming Meetings 

 

March 5, 2016—Dick 
Doran will speak on 
Australian Dendrobiums 
and Winter Dormancy in 
Orchids in Colonie  
 

April 2, 2016—a Begin-
ner Grower Meeting – in 
house experts will pro-
vide info about growing 
orchids at home and in 
the Northeast in Col-
onie.  
 

May 7, 2016—Native Or-
chids  
 

June 4 – co-hosting Pip-
ing Rock Open House 
which will include a 
hands-on activity, Gal-
way 
 

July—No Meeting 
 

Aug 6—Summer Picnic 
in Scotia at Stan & Fern 
Lee’s 
 

Sept 11—co hosting In-
ternational Phal Alliance 
meeting in Voorhees-
ville 

Upcoming Events in the Northeast  
 

Feb 20 – 21, 2016 Amherst Orchid Society Show at Smith Vocational and Agricultural 

High School, 80 Locust St. (Rt. 9), Northampton, MA. Contact: Marc D. Gray 802-348-

7926 or bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net  
 

Saturday March 19, 2016  MID-HUDSON ORCHID SOCIETY Spring 2016 ORCHID 

SHOW & SALE - 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Union Presbyterian Church, 44 Balmville 

Road, Newburgh, NY 12550. For more info, call Ruth Nattras  845-343-2901 or visit our 

website www.mhos.us.com  
 

Apr 9 – 10, 2016 Genesee Region Orchid Society's Annual Orchid Show and Sale at 

Rochester Meuseum & Science Center, Eisenhart Auditorium, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, 

NY. Contact: Carol Butcher  585-742-3403 or  jbutche2@outlook.com  
 

Friday, April 15-17, 2016  Western North Carolina Society host Spring Members 

Meeting "2016 Asheville Orchid Festival"  North Carolina Arboretum, 100 Frederick 

Law Olmsted Way, Asheville, NC   Contact: Brett Hopkins, 828-299-9924 or 

wncosavl@gmail.com 
 

 GROS—Greater Rochester Orchid Soc.                  CTOS—Connecticut OS   

STOS—Southern Tier OS   MHOS—Mid-Hudson OS   
C heck www.aos.org/events before traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your destination. Everything published in 

Orchids magazine is also on the web page     

Beginner  Series Class—2015-2016  
 

And here's the list of upcoming beginner talks: 
 

Beginner Talks  
 

Mar        An orchid genus we haven’t   

  talked about 

April—Orchid Basics 
 

     Beginner Grower lectures are generally 
held before regular meetings at about 1:30 p.m.  Arriving for a meeting early 
allows participants to check out the Show Table, have a snack and look at the 
Sale Table!! As well as find a chair with a good view and ask questions of the 
other members.       
    Much of our learning happens by gaining information from our peers! 

SBuxton 

Website News from Alex Shepherd 
   It’s cold out!  Since it hasn’t been a day for 

venturing out of doors, I spent a bit of time 

updating the website.   

   The Library header has become Resources 

and in addition to the Library includes care 

and culture info and videos.  Janet – if you 

have an updated list of library books, I’ll be 

happy to add it. 

   There is now a Members’ Place blog under 

About > Membership.  It is password protect-

ed and the password is phalaenopsis.  It’s 

protected to prevent spam (work from home, 

Viagra, porn, etc.).  I was thinking we could 

publish it in the newsletter since they don’t 

get posted on the website for several months. 

   There’s a footer with links, search function-

ality and the copyright.   

    Finally, the website has had an especially 

busy week this week with 570 page views 

and 159 unique visitors.  Below are the stats 

for the last month. 

                       Page Views  

Unique Visitors 
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VENDORS WHO HELPED  
WITH THE 2015  

AUCTION & Activities 
 

Bill Doran, Co Flower wholesalers 
45 Industrial Park Rd, Albany, NY 
12206  (518)-465-5285 
 www.billdoran.com  
 

Island Sun Orchids – 
Karen Kimmerle; PO Box 909, 
Keaau, HI 
 

Lehua Orchids  
Mountain View, HI  
808-968-8898 
www.lehuaorchids.com  
 

Piping Rock Orchids 
2270 Cook Rd 
Galway, NY 12074 
518-882-9002 
www.pipingrockorchids.com 
 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place 

Vista, CA 92081(760) 639-6255 

Www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 
 

The Orchid Works  

Rayna@the orchidworks.com  

P.O. 278 Hakalau, HI 96710  

wholesale and retail lists online  
 

Walter Scheeren 
44-3265 Kalopa Mauka Rd 
Honokaa,HI 96727 
808-775-1185 
WFScheeren@juno.com 

(Continued from pg 1) 

free ranging roots that can ab-

sorb the light and water can be 

located in a brighter area.  

   An advantage to mounting 

orchids is that they take up 

less room and therefore you 

can create a nice group of 

them (recommended) in a rel-

atively small space.  Another 

advantage is being able to 

hold them up and get a good 

360 degree look at the plant 

to check for 

any disease 

or insects.  

Maintenance 

is relatively 

simple and 

they can be 

grown un-

disturbed 

for many 

years (no re

-potting!). 

So, get your orchid mount-

ed, bring it home and fine a 

good place for it, prefera-

bly in a bright (no direct 

sun) location, or where you 

have your “grow lights”, and 

be sure that there is plenty 

of humidity around them.  

Then check them out every 

day and enjoy watching how 

they grow!!     

Phil and John 

lead NENYOS 

members through 

the process. 

 

Good luck to all 

of the new plant 

owners!! 
JVinyard 

JVinyard 
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Connecticut Orchid Society Travels to  

Southeastern PA Orchid Show (SEPOS). 
 

     We are planning a bus trip to SEPOS in April and 

would like to invite you or any other NENYOS mem-

bers to join us. 

     We will leave mid day Friday April 1 (from Wa-

terbury CT. Park and Ride off route 84 just west of 

Route 8 where cars are safe overnight-jv). 

   On Friday depending on time of arrival there will be 

the option of attending the show, relaxing or a quick 

trip to the King of Prussia Mall. We will spend the 

night at HomeWood Suites 

        Saturday April 2nd we plan to spend the day at the 

SEPOS show.  There will be an option early after-

noon for those who do not want to spend the day at 

the show to return to the hotel. 

       Sunday April 3rd morning - we will proceed to 

Longwood Gardens aprox ½ hour south of Home 

Wood Suites.  There we will enjoy a behind the 

scenes tour of the facility. 

      We will head north around mid -afternoon Sunday. 

       The cost of a single which includes bus, entrance to 

the SEPOS show, and two nights lodging including 

breakfast is $421.00.  The cost for a couple or two 

people sharing a room for all of the above is $608.00 
 

Not included: entrance to Longwood Gardens, Meals 

other than Breakfast and Any plant or souvenir pur-

chases. 

       If you have any questions please feel free to contact 

me via email at cmizak@alcher.com or call 203 264 

6096 eve. 

        We would be pleased to have you join us and get to 

know some fellow orchid growers close to us. 
 

Regards,   Cheryl Mizak  

 

 

Notes from Janet V. after a conversation with Cher-

yl. “This price is based on 18 passengers in a 35 pas-

senger bus (it is possible to have a bit refunded with a 

full bus). Also included not listed above....Multiple 

entrances to the SEPOS SHOW and driver gratuity 

for the 2 overnights. Please let us know by the NE-

NYOS meeting Feb 6th. Any deposit check should be 

made out directly to Cheryl Mizak or CTOS. Janet 

will be glad to collect the checks and send in one 

note.”  

Please call Janet for additional info 518-673-

3212 or janetvinyard@yahoo.com 
 

Other Talents Revealed 
 

     Janet Vinyard made her debut at Carnegie 

Hall on January 16th. She skipped the NENYOS 

Luncheon to sing with 289 singers from around 

the world in Karl Jenkins’ “Mass for Peace”. 

Karl Jenkins is a living Welsh predominately 

choral composer who makes an annual trip to 

New York City for the Martin Luther King Holi-

day weekend to rehearse choruses and orchestra 

for three days culminating in a Monday night 

performance. 

     “I have been 

wanting to sing his 

music since I heard 

it, by chance, on the 

radio.” Janet said. “I 

looked him up on the 

Internet, bought 

some music and 

found out that while 

the large chorus is 

made up mostly of 

regional choruses 

from England, Ger-

many, Switzerland, 

Canada and the 

USA, they allow individual singers to join in. As 

long as you ‘pay your way like the others, know 

how to sing and send in a resume of singing ac-

complishments, we will consider it.’ 

     Well, I think my resume sounds better than I 

can sing, so I got in! I was ecstatic1 One of the 

fun parts for me was learning about Florence 

Jenkins. She was no relation to Karl but came up 

in the search. She was actually a Philadelphia 

socialite, who actually COULD NOT sing well! 

But she DID sing and eventually hired a concert 

at Carnegie Hall where she was laughed off the 

stage. She had heart and no ear to hear what she 

was actually singing. Watch for her biopic mov-

ie, starring Meryl Streep in the fall. 

     Anyway, I like to say I paid my way to sing at 

Carnegie, just like Florence Jenkins. 

     The experience was phenomenal, the music 

emotional, meeting the composer a treat. The city 

was VERY, VERY cold that Monday. The be-

hind the scenes logistics fascinating and the hall 

itself grande and beautiful.” 

    By Janet Vinyard 

courtesy 
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Show Table Tales A beautiful Paph with 2 blooms and a third 

spike in bud!! 

JVinyard 

JVinyard 

JVinyard 

JVinyard 

JVinyard JVinyard JVinyard 
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   It really looks like an exciting Show Table—lots of plants and lots of discussion. 

The above purple Phal of Wake Gardner’s is absolutely lovely along with the other 

plants displayed. We had some nice mounts to highlight the hands-on activity of the 

meeting. 

   Congrats to everyone (including Joyce Villa above) who brought plants and blooms 

to show off!! 

Show Table Continued 

JVinyard JVinyard 

JVinyard 

JVinyard 
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Non-Show Table Shots 
Jane Smith had a wonderful Phal display in her windows over the 

holidays. Even more exciting was this is the plant she showed at 

the August picnic when it displayed 19 blooms!! 

  Sandy Buxton II has this Calanthe 

rosea on display at her office. Pur-

chased at 11/2014 auction. 2nd bloom 

Sandy Buxton I has several plants in bloom including Paph 

Dreaming Emerald (right), Paph Henrietta Fugiwara (below) 

and some NOID Phals. Lots of color to help get thru winter!! 

SBuxton SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

JVinyard 

JVinyard 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
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North Eastern New York Orchid Society 

NENYOS c/o S. Lee, 130 Johnson Road,  Scotia, NY 12302    www.nenyos.com   

NEXT MEETING 

March 5, 2016 

1:30 Beginner talk 

 

2:00 p.m. Show Table, 

 

Dick Doran will speak on 

Australian Dendrobiums and 

Winter Dormancy in Orchids 

in Colonie  

 

After presentation—Questions 

and Raffle 

 

The meeting is at the William K. Sanford Li-

brary, 629 Albany Shaker Road, Colonie 

(Loudonville, 12211)  (Times are approximate.) 

Numerous  

people won at 

the February 

meeting,  
 

…..Congratulations! 

Raffle Winners 
 

     Don’t forget, Raffle winners 

are asked to bring a “goodie” 

to the next meeting to help celebrate 

their good fortune. 

Many thanks to the volunteers who have 

stepped up and provided info and pictures 

during the meetings when the Newsletter Edi-

tor was unable to attend.  Hopefully my stu-

dents have appreciated my presence and 

knowledge as much as I have appreciated 

everyone’s help! 

  Sandy II, Newsletter Editor 

Reminder—Capital District Garden & 

Flower Show—March 18-20, 2016 at Hud-

son Valley Community College. 
 

   NENYOS is still seeking volunteers to 

work at the event as well as set up on Wed 

and Thursday before and take down on Sun-

day afternoon. Talk to Stan Lee at March 

meeting or call 518-557-2070. 


