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 March Recap 

      What a busy month! 

March kicked off with a very 

visual presentation by Dick 

Doran on Australian Den-

drobiums. These cool growing 

orchids do very well in our 

Northeast growing conditions 

which is a great plus for our 

group. 

      With over 100 American 

Orchid Society (AOS) 

awards, Dick has oodles of 

experience which he worked 

to impart to us. 

     

These 

small, 

very 

tough 

plants 

are al-

most 

perfect 

(according to Dick). They will 

bloom while still relatively 

small, have a nice variety of 

colors and a fairly bug proof 

too. 

     That does not mean they 

have no buggy friends they 

like to pick up but very few. 

Unfortunately, mites are their 

buddie and biggest issue. As a 

thin leafed plant, the mites 

can wreak havoc on a collec-

tion if you don’t catch them 

quickly. 

     The Dendrobiums also 

attract ants when they are 

outside which are a huge 

problem. Dick was very spe-

cific “You need to get rid of 

‘ants in your plants’!”  The 

ants themselves aren’t the 

problem but they bring mealy 

bugs, that fluffy white creep-

ing plague, and scale which 

can suck the life out of your 

plants. 

      The collection of photos 

Dick clicked through covered 

an enormous array of colors 

and markings. But he also 

showed how the develop-

ments of hybrids in the past 

years are benefiting current 

growers. 

     One example was a plant 

where twenty five years ago, 

you would have to lay on the 

floor to look at the blooms. 

However, more recent hybrids 

have a better form with more 

upright appearance. 

     These Dendrobiums like 

good light. When he grows 

them outside in the summer, 

Dick has the plants under a 

50% shade cloth. Even in the 

greenhouse in the winter he 

doesn’t put anything in full 

sun! He has shade material up 

– even for the Cymbidiums 

that he grows. 

     His reason, “When you 

burn a plant, it is forever.” 

Leaves are generally so slow-

ly that he is probably right. 

     In terms of the cool grow-

ing nature of these plants and 

their suitability for the North-

east, he told us the tempera-

ture near the heater in his 

greenhouse is 52-55 degrees. 

At the far end of greenhouse 

(over 20’ away), there will be 

thick ice on the inside walls! 

        —by Sandy Buxton II 
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MAKING IT WORK FOR NENYOS 

OFFICERS FOR 2015 
 

Donna Wardlaw Co-President 

Janet Vinyard Co-President & 

  Treasurer 

Deb Lambeth Secretary 

Sandy Buxton    Director 

Mark Conley Director 

Alex Shepherd Website 

Stan Lee  Past President 

Sandy Buxton AOS Rep 

Patty Boggs Name Tags 

Joan Gardner Refreshments 

Bob Odess  Raffle 

    Greeter 
 

NENYOS Contact: 

        nenyosorchids@gmail.com 
 

Sandy Buxton     Newsletter Editor        

Upcoming Meetings 

 

April 2, 2016—a Begin-
ner Grower Meeting – in 
house experts will pro-
vide info about growing 
orchids at home and in 
the Northeast in Col-
onie.  
 

May 7, 2016—Native Or-
chids with Jean Stefanik 
of New Hampshire 
 

June 4 – co-hosting Pip-
ing Rock Open House 
which will include a 
hands-on activity, Gal-
way 
 

July—No Meeting 
 

Aug 6—Summer Picnic 
in Scotia at Stan & Fern 
Lee’s 
 

Sept 11—co hosting In-
ternational Phal Alliance 
meeting in Voorhees-
ville 
 

October 1—to be an-
nounced 
 

November 5—Auction 

Upcoming Events in the Northeast  
 

Apr 9 – 10, 2016 Genesee Region Orchid Society's Annual Orchid Show and Sale at 

Rochester Meuseum & Science Center, Eisenhart Auditorium, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, 

NY. Contact: Carol Butcher  585-742-3403 or  jbutche2@outlook.com  
 

Friday, April 15-17, 2016  Western North Carolina Society host Spring Members 

Meeting "2016 Asheville Orchid Festival"  North Carolina Arboretum, 100 Frederick 

Law Olmsted Way, Asheville, NC   Contact: Brett Hopkins, 828-299-9924 or 

wncosavl@gmail.com 
 

Friday, June 24 and Saturday, June 25 -the New England Summer Fest hosted by the 

Amherst Orchid Society at the Smith Vocational School, 80 Locust Street in Northampton, 

MA. In addition to orchid sales, they are planning to hold AOS judging and conduct workshops. Since 

it's an indoor venue, weather issues like excessive heat or rain won't dampen anyone's spirits.  In the 

meantime, you can e-mail neorchidfest@gmail.com for more information. Due to the cancellation of 

various other summer orchid events, we're really looking forward to a great weekend bringing or-

chidists together from all corners of New England and the Atlantic coast! Plan to join us on what 

promises to be a great weekend! 
 

 GROS—Greater Rochester Orchid Soc.                  CTOS—Connecticut OS   

STOS—Southern Tier OS   MHOS—Mid-Hudson OS  C heck www.aos.org/events before 

traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your destination. Everything published in Orchids magazine is also on the 

web page     

Beginner  Series Class—2015-2016  
 

And here's the list of upcoming beginner talks: 
 

Beginner Talks  
 

April—Orchid Basics 

May—Fertilizer 
 

     Beginner Grower lectures are generally 
held before regular meetings at about 1:30 
p.m.  Arriving for a meeting early allows participants to check out the Show 
Table, have a snack and look at the Sale Table!! As well as find a chair with a 
good view and ask questions of the other members.       
    Much of our learning happens by gaining information from our peers! 

SBuxton 

Website News from Alex 

Shepherd 

   Our Facebook group has 

been created!  Please visit 

and join - https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/1567776933533713/ 

 

Like us and post orchid pic-

tures or information. 

  

Annabelle 

Gallup also 

had a Zy-

gopetalum 

on the 

Show Ta-

ble which 

she bought 

at Trader 

Joe’s for 

$13. 

SBuxton 
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VENDORS WHO HELPED  
WITH THE 2015  

AUCTION & Activities 
 

Bill Doran, Co Flower wholesalers 
45 Industrial Park Rd, Albany, NY 
12206  (518)-465-5285 
 www.billdoran.com  
 

Island Sun Orchids – 
Karen Kimmerle; PO Box 909, 
Keaau, HI 
 

Lehua Orchids  
Mountain View, HI  
808-968-8898 
www.lehuaorchids.com  
 

Piping Rock Orchids 
2270 Cook Rd 
Galway, NY 12074 
518-882-9002 
www.pipingrockorchids.com 
 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place 

Vista, CA 92081(760) 639-6255 

Www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 
 

The Orchid Works  

Rayna@the orchidworks.com  

P.O. 278 Hakalau, HI 96710  

wholesale and retail lists online  
 

Walter Scheeren 
44-3265 Kalopa Mauka Rd 
Honokaa,HI 96727 
808-775-1185 
WFScheeren@juno.com 

Educational Outreach  

of  NENYOS 
 

Amherst Orchid Show -  a 

caravan of 4 cars, 10 people, 

made the trek to the event. 

While it was small, there 

were several vendors and 

had some really great dis-

plays. A great chance to see 

orchids at a show, not too far 

away. 
 

NY in Bloom – Wake Gard-

ner worked his magic and 

had 2 moss covered baskets 

of blooms on the pedestal 

tables NENYOS was as-

signed. Lots of brochures 

were picked up and a number 

of people saw the exhibit. 
 

Faddegon’s – Winter event 

had good attendance. Several 

NENYOS members worked 

the display on Friday and 

Saturday during that brutal 

cold snap in February. The 

business donated three plants 

for the March Raffle Table!!  

We are very grateful for the 

support. 

 

Mettowee Mill Nursery 

event in February – same 

cold weekend as Faddegon’s. 

Mark Conley answered or-

chid questions and chatted 

with people about growing 

orchids successfully. 

 

 

Announcements –  

 

NY Botanical Gardens – on 

April 9th – Wade’s Tours is 

running a bus trip down to 

NYC for $79/person. Call if 

you are interested. 

 

April and May are member 

plant sale months. Feel free 

to bring plants to sell to oth-

ers. We would suggest hav-

ing them well marked and 

bringing culture tips or info 

too. 

 

Trip To Longwood Gar-

dens in Pennsylvania 

 

New member, Annabelle 

Gallup, reported on a present 

her parents provided her for 

her birthday which was a trip 

to the famed conservatory 

outside Philadelphia in PA. 

     She described the ‘orchid 

curtain’ and the many 

mounted plants. They also 

were able to take a ‘behind 

the scenes’ tour—a true 

thrill to see all of the  

plants that are a part of the 

year-round show at the 

conservatory! 

     She recommends any-

one with the opportunity 

to make the trek and ob-

serve and learn all they 

can! 
Right—Annabelle standing 

with Stan Lee, past president. 
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Beginner Talk 

  

Misc. Genera 

was the title. 

But Bifrenaria 

was the game. 

Alex Shepherd 

walked us 

through an in-

teresting visit 

with this small, very small genus of South 

American orchids. With only 20-30 differ-

ent species, they would actually be 

achievable for pursuit as a complete col-

lection. 

     With the abbreviation of Bif, these ro-

bust little orchid gems grow everywhere 

(trees, bushes, etc) as an epiphyte while a 

few also grow as lithophytes on rocks. 

     Alex described these as robust sympo-

dial plants that will be regular bloomers 

once you locate them in a spot that makes 

them happy, i.e. their ‘sweet spot’. 

    They have four-angled pseudobulbs 

where the infloresence comes from the 

bottom. Most of the plants grow in damp-

er illuminated forest areas. They like 

bright or very bright light, similar to a 

Cattleya, with 50-60% humidity. And like 

so many orchids, they want to drain 

quickly so they get lots of water but are 

frequently dry. Some will actually grow 

next to rivers. They like a coarser mix, 

watered 1x/week where they never truly 

dry out. 

     There are very few hybrids, maybe 12 

exist, which is odd for an orchid variety 

that was discovered in 1830’s. But they 

are getting more action now. 

     So keep your eyes peeled, you never 

know what you may find. 

 

 

Bifrenaria harrisoniae 

Bifrenaria inodora Despite described with the name of B. 

inodora, this large species is one of the most fragrant Bifre-

naria. 

wikipedia 

wikipedia 

We Weren’t Fooled!    By Sandy Buxton 
   Imagine my surprise when confronted by lavish 

displays of wondrous blue orchids over some of the 

recent holidays. Bearing carefully crafted company 

labels of “Blue Diamond Orchids” or “Lavender 

Mist “, the plants with their dramatic coloring beck-

oned to those passing. 

     Of course, as a dedicated NENYOS members, 

you and I are fully aware these are dyed flowers —

never to sprout a blue blossom ever again. 

     Even so, make sure that you do your part to edu-

cate consumers so they understand what they are 

buying and the rarity of truly blue blooms, rather 

than white orchids with artificial coloring.   

 From NENYOS, April 2012 

Editor note—I had to dig this out because Mary’s 

orchid certainly drew lots of attention!  Most people 

were very disturbed to hear it would NOT rebloom 

as a blue.   There are lots available for sale this East-

er holiday too 
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Capital District Flower and Garden 

Mary Menzies cre-

ated a table dis-

play which got 

lots of interest and 

activity during the 

show. She had 

some great plants 

and a fun smoking 

water display. 

Above—Wake Gardner created a table display 

too. His moss baskets provided a great backdrop  

for the various orchids. His Masdevallia grouping 

looked almost fake. 

Left—Bob Sharp created a water feature that ran 

in the main bump out area of the NENYOS dis-

play.  Received lots of comments! 

   The biggest NENYOS promotion activity 

of the year was once again a great visual suc-

cess. Stan and a committee of members creat-

ed a display of many unique vistas.  

     The lighting display provided lots of infor-

mation and brought some great talking points 

into play. 

 At right—Mary Menzies snapped Stan 

during final set up.  
MMenzies 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
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 Cap Dist Show Cont’d 

  

Show Table Tales 

Stan Lee – Phal 

Be Glad ‘Peloric’ 

 

A fun color—very 

bright and cheer-

ful. 

Kristine Komjathy (above) and Pat-

ty Boggs (below) talked with an at-

tendee about the orchids in the dis-

play. 

Admirers came in all shapes, sizes 

and ages! 

Jim Webb – brought a Phal NOID is 

from Lowe’s. A Bletilla (from South 

Carolina on left) and Lepanthes teli-

pogani flora is in a case – note said 

“No air movement, likes high humidity 

and medium temperature.” 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton SBuxton SBuxton 

   As always, our Show table provided 

some great discussion about different 

orchids and their growing habitats.  It is 

a wonderful part of our meeting. 
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  Show table Cont’d 

SBuxton 

Non-Show Table Shots 

Donna Wardlaw had a 

big show day. Her 

Cymbidium Ruby 

Eyes Tetra had 4 

spikes!! 

  The Den Sachi Ha-

mana is a nobile type 

which requires cool 

temps in fall and a dry 

rest No fertilizer after 

mid-August. 

Donna’s Paph phillip-

pinense var alba 

“hsino x In Charm” 

grows in greenhouse 

while Paph delenatii f. 

vinicolor is one she 

bought in 2014 at Pip-

ing Rock Open house. 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

Elaine Grega had 3 different Leptodes spe-

cies on display. Look at their rat tail foli-

age. 

  Donna also brought 

Aerangis hyaloids a 

great mounted plant. 

 

   Janet Vinyard 

brought Dendrochi-

lum Glumaceum 

which grows in her 

sunspace and she 

says wants to be 

more dry that she ex-

pected. 

  Annabelle Gallup brought her 

Den Springbird ‘Kurashiki’ 

from a windowsill. 

   Mark Conley brought Circle 

of Life which had a run in dur-

ing the car ride. 
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North Eastern New York Orchid Society 

NENYOS c/o S. Lee, 130 Johnson Road,  Scotia, NY 12302    www.nenyos.com   

NEXT MEETING 

April 2, 2016 

1:30 Beginner talk 

 

2:00 p.m. Show Table, 

 

An in-House  Presentation 

on Basic Orchid Care and 

Culture (Care, Blooming, 

Light, Water and Rebloom-

ing) in Colonie  

 

After presentation—Questions 

and Raffle 

 

The meeting is at the William K. Sanford Li-

brary, 629 Albany Shaker Road, Colonie 

(Loudonville, 12211)  (Times are approximate.) 

 

…..Congratulations! 
Elaine Grega 

Mary Fay 

Charlie Dubacher 

Brian Fitzpatrick 

Wake Gardner 

Jim Imbody 

Kristine Komjathy 

Margaret Califano 

Raffle Winners 
 

     Don’t forget, Raffle winners 

are asked to bring a “goodie” 

to the next meeting to help celebrate 

their good fortune. 


