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Open House at Piping Rock
May 31 st was a beautiful day – to
quote Goldilocks “not too hot, not
to cold…it was just right.” OK,
maybe it was a little chilly under
the tent until the sun came out from
behind a cloud but it was a great
day of friends, orchids and commiserating. Orchid lovers from
Genesee Region, Central NY, Montreal, Maine, New Hampshire and
Amherst orchid societies converged
with the NENYOS members to
have a fun day of learning, buying
and talking.
Gill and Gladys O’Brien and
Sandy II greeted arrivals and stuck
nametags on them before they disappeared into the jungle of the sales
tables and greenhouse. Kyle Saunders, one of the speakers, was
roaming around the greenhouse
with Mayling, Justin and Glen answering questions about culture and
individual plants. Marguerite was
set up in the garage with a wide
ranging display of minis and cool
growers.
The biggest challenge of the day
was the confusion some people had
concerning the porch and the fact
the plants occupying it had already
been sold! But it all worked out
OK….
Bonus goodie this year was a
discount table Glen offered for material being cleared out of the
greenhouse. A few attendees found
some excellent bargains both in
price and condition, flower spikes
where peeking if you looked care-

fully!

on a table and there is a shrub in
front of the window too.
SuccessSomething at odds with most orful Growchid growers is the need to rotate
ing in
the terrarium ¼ turn every couple
Simple
of weeks to keep the access to light
Terrarieven for the plants inside.
ums
Building a Terrarium is a little
like making a casserole –
Marstart with your glass container
guerite of
add a layer of washed gravel
J & L Orrock (or decorative gravel
SBuxton
chids in
with sand removed)
CT was
add
a layer of charcoal (like for
the featured speaker providing a
an
aquarium filter
demonstration of how to build a
add potting medium – she uses
terrarium that will function without
a layer of chopped tree fern
supplemental light or ventilation.
mixed with a little sphagShe showed several examples to
num. Make sure that everyconsider, small open hanging
thing has been rinsed to reglobes or shapes with one or more
move dirt or grit. Rememplants nestled inside. Then, she
ber the depth of layer reducmoved onto several large glass cones the amount of head room
tainers with covers.
the plants have in the conAnything that has an opening
tainer.
will require additional moisture
By Sandy Buxton—cont’ on pg 7
though the amount and rate of application will depend on how open
the item is, how warm the environment and how much light it receives.
If the container is closed, you
may never have to water BUT funSBuxton
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Upcoming Meetings

September 6—TBA at
Sanford Library in Colonie
September 14—IPA
Meeting with 3 speakers
at CCE, 50 West High St,
Ballston Spa
(Registration fee)
October 4—Ron McHatton from American Orchid Society at Sanford
Library

September 20, 2014 Delaware Valley Orchid Council’s 25 th Speaker’s Forum at Wyndham Hotel, Mt. Laurel, NJ. Speakers will include Alan Koch, Gold Country Orchids, Gene
Crocker, Carter & Holmes (ret), Matt Chen, Ten Shin Orchids, Ray Barkalow, First Rays
Orchids. Cost is $49 and includes continental breakfast, buffet lunch, speaker presentations
and sales area. Early bird registrants (by Aug. 21) are entered into a raffle for an orchid
package valued at over $125. Send payment to DVOC, c/o Michael Kauffman, Treasurer,
222 Blue School Road, Perkasie, PA 18944 and print name and address of attendees.

October 25-26, 20143rd Annual Berkshire Orchid and Tropical Show at Berkshire Community College in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. The weekend event will offer up to
twenty unique exhibits, a diverse program of educational talks, workshops and demonstrations, raffles and door prizes, and a limited number of vendors selling plants, supplies, and
related materials. Centrally located within the scenic Berkshires and with plenty of parking,
Berkshire Community College’s Paterson Field House is the perfect location for this unique
event. Visit www.berkshirecc.edu/orchid to see photos and information from prior years.
GROS—Greater Rochester Orchid Soc.
STOS—Southern Tier OS

Beginner Series Class—
And here's the list of upcoming beginner talks:

Beginner Talks 2014-2015
Sept
Dec
Mar

MAKING IT WORK FOR NENYOS
OFFICERS FOR 2014

Donna Wardlaw Co-President
Janet Vinyard
Co-President &
Treasurer
Deb Lambeth
Secretary
Ed Belemjian
Director
Sandy Buxton
Director
Mark Conley
Director
Steve Condon
Website
Stan Lee
Past President
Sandy Buxton
AOS Rep
Gillen O’Brien Name Tags
Joan Gardner
Refreshments
Bob Odess & Ed Belemjian Raffle
Greeter

CTOS—Connecticut OS
MHOS—Mid-Hudson OS

C heck www.aos.org/events before traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your destination. Everything published in Orchids magazine is
also on the web page

Nov 1—AUCTION at
Sanford Library
Dec 6—Holiday Gathering at Sanford Library
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Upcoming Events in the
Northeast

July—No Meeting
August 2—Annual Picnic at Stan & Fern Lee’s
in Scotia

July 2014

Repotting
Oct
Orchid Habitat
Orchid Databases Feb
Preparing your orchids for display
An orchid genus we haven’t talked about

Beginner Grower lectures are generally held before regular meetings at
about 1:30 p.m. Arriving for a meeting early allows participants to check out
the Show Table, have a snack and look at the Sale Table!! As well as find a
chair with a good view and ask questions of the other members.
Much of our learning happens by gaining information from our peers!

NENYOS Contact:
Contact@nenyos.org
Sandy Buxton
Newsletter Ed.
buxtonsandy@gmail.com
SBuxton

The group of
judges working at
the Shorefest location on Saturday
were very interesting
to listen to while
they held their discussions and counted, measured and
researched the plants
in front of them.
(page 3 picture was
one that was up for
consideration)
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A Potpourri of Orchid Facts
There is evidence that orchids
were used as herbals in China and
India some 7,000 years ago.

July 2014

Schomburgkia thomsonia pseudobulbs are shaped for smoking pipes
in the Cayman islands.

Oncidium cebolleta are eaten by
natives of Mexico because of their
Greeks first gave the name orchis
“miraculous” hallucinogenic ef(literally “testicle”) to some orchids
fects.
because the twin tubers resembled
human testicles.
Catasetums and Cyrtopodiums
produce a glue in South America.
Physicians then believed that
plants which resemble human orBletilla Striata is used extensively
gans could be used for drugs for
in China and Japan as a drug to treat
treating the organs. The reputation
several ailments. Dendrobium nobiof orchids was very popular as aphle stems, when dried, have been exrodisiacs, and particularly for regutensively used there as a drug to
lating fertility.
treat a range of ailments.
Orchid plants are still useful in
Vanda tessellate roots and leaves
many crafts and trades. Gum from
from Ceylon are regarded specifiAnsellia gigantea is used to cement
cally for rheumatirm. Varieities of
stones and wood together.
vanilla leaves and stems are mashed
by Magaysions (a tribe in Sri
Dried stems of Dendrobiums are
Lanka) for hair tonic.
the materials used for weaving
pocketbooks in Malaysia.
Cypripedium acaule is known as a
love tonic.
Trichoglottis wenzelii are dried
for G-strings by the Tasaday of the
Vanilla is the most productive orPhilippines.
chid today that is still being used
throughout the world commercially.
Horns for communication are
-By Albert P. Hollingsworth
made from Schomburgkia tibicinis
Growing Orchids is Fun
in Central America.
Sun Bulb Co, 1988, pgs 103-4
Come and Visit a NENYOS
meeting!!
One of the wonderful things about
our NENYOS organization is we encourage anyone interested in orchids to
come and visit our meetings.
You don’t need to be a member to
listen to the speaker or ask questions.
So, come and visit. Bring a friend.
The more, the merrier as we all learn
and enjoy the wonders of growing orchids.
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VENDORS WHO HELPED
WITH THE 2013
AUCTION & Activities
Gretchen Bellinger Textiles
24 Mill Street
Albany, NY 12204
Bill Doran, Co Flower wholesalers
45 Industrial Park Rd, Albany, NY
12206 (518)-465-5285
www.billdoran.com
Carmela Orchids
Hakalau, HI
www.carmelaorchids.net
Danker Florist
658 Central Avenue, Albany, NY
12206 518-489-5461
www.dankerflorist.com

Island Sun Orchids –Karen Kimmerle; PO Box 909, Keaau, HI

Lehua Orchids
Mountain View, HI
808-968-8898
www.lehuaorchids.com
Piping Rock Orchids
2270 Cook Rd
Galway, NY 12074
518-882-9002
www.pipingrockorchids.com
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place Vista,
CA 92081(760) 639-6255
Www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

Tohru Takekoshi, former NENYOS, Member, Scotia, NY
The Orchid Works
Rayna@the orchidworks.com
P.O. 278 Hakalau, HI 96710
wholesale and retail lists online

SBuxton

Walter Scheeren
44-3265 Kalopa Mauka Rd
Honokaa,HI 96727
808-775-1185
scheeren@juno.com
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while asking questions. As usual,
the focus was non-blooming. DeStan Lee gave a well-received
spite being gardeners several
talk at the Athens (NY) Garden
were still amazed at the concept
Club in Greene County on May
of fertilizer and light issues. Stan
15. The group wanted a “basics
told his fall care story when he
of growing orchids” lecture and
tried to almost frost some Phals.
several of the members actually
and the resulting flower spikes.
brought plants in for consultation
By Sandy Buxton
with the venerable Mr. Lee.
Athens Garden Club Visit

SBuxton

SBuxton

As Stan covered some of the
key points – water, light and repotting, the members were completely bowled over by his plan to
reinsert an orchid into the same
size pot. Being active garden and
houseplant growers, they felt the
pot size should be much increased. Stan gave the reasoning
and then showed the difference in
growth habits of monopodials
and sympodials. But I don’t feel
they were reassured though they
did admit their success with orchids was limited.
Stan had brought a varied collection of plants to talk about and
demonstrate some of the many
different forms they take. Many
of the women had not seen anything but Phals except outside in
Florida.
Many of the attendees picked
up culture sheets and newsletters

This Bletilla striata was outside Silva Bros entryway. Absolutely beautiful. A terrestrial
Chinese ground orchid.
Below—lots of goodies
around every corner at Silva
Bros in Neptune, NJ.

Announcement:
Outdoor Ladyslippers at
Hillside Nursery
Available to order now.
Every year Hillside Nursery
sends a brief blurb for the newsletter. They sell out every year.
They sell outdoor ladyslippers for
the garden, appropriate for the
New England area, among other
regional wildflowers.
“Hillside Nursery is now accepting orders for fall 2014 mail
order of Lady-slipper orchids and
other woodland wildflowers. This
year, we have a nice variety of
lady-slipper orchids available as
well as over 40 other woodland
wildflowers for your shade garden. Visit our website
www.hillsidenursery.biz to order
and for more information.”

SBuxton

SBuxton

SBuxton
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the differences.” So to better understand, she gave us the scoop.
Plants are never judged in flowOn June 7th a crew of hardy orer.
It is all about the leaves and root
chideers trekked off from Albany
in the comfort of a coach bus (I say tips.
comfort because I slept some of the Leaves – shape – are they long and
trip!). We picked up the rest of our strappy (normal); short and broad
(bean leaf); long and thin (princess
trekkers in Newburgh as 25 or so
leaf) or thin and pointy (pine neeMid-Hudson OS members joined
us. Our driver Carlton sped south- dle leaf).
Direction – normal or peacock
ward and managed to have us at
Silva Bros. Orchid greenhouse be- Color – basic green; striped – either
fore 11:00 a.m.
lengthwise or crosswise (taiga)
With plenty of space on the
bus, above and below, the intrepid Root tips – 3 different colors:
group dashed off to make best use green, mud (brownish/red tip), ruby
of their time visiting the green(appears pink or magenta) is the
house, vendors in the tradeshow
most desirable.
and watching the group of AOS
The shape where the leaf meets the
judges go through their paces.
center part of the stem is important.
We saw some friends – Steve
Every leaf is the same. Is it cresMale of Fishing Creek was there
with some additional goodies. Trey cent? Mountain? Wave? Or
straight?
Pyfer of Little Brook Orchids in
Lancaster, PA was thrilled to see
Flowers – are generally white, open
that we traveled south to New Jer- on front, fragrant with a long neck
sey. Carri Raven Rieman had a nice free spur. But these can come in
display of plants which you can see different colors too – pink, yellow,
locally in September at the IPA
and pale green. They can last for
meeting, as well as Darrin from
weeks.
Kelly’s Korner Orchid Supply.
There were also displays from a And then the issue that really
number of other businesses with
makes these plants special. They
everyone poking around for good- can morph, so the new division
ies and new, exciting ideas.
they make may be completely different than the parent! They can
The speaker sessions gave us a grow extra parts, twisty parts, misschance to seriously meet the new
ing parts, extra petals, be spur-less
owner of New World Orchids in
or there are even multi-spurred vaMinn. Dr. Kristen Uthus has been rieties.
working with Glenn Lehr since he
The most expensive one of these
is retiring.
plants ever sold was for $300,000.
Neofinetia falcata – there are
over 2300 varieties of this single
They are great windowsill plants,
species. It is judged in a completely partly because they are small and
different way than all other orchids. fit there. But also because they take
“The attraction is very subtle,” she a variety of temperatures – from
told us, “it takes time to appreciate freezing to 95 degrees. They can
Shorefest
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be grown in moss, bare root or hydroponically. Plants are monopodial until they send up another fan as
a keiki.
They are not heavy feeders, not
deciduous and are reliable bloomers though flowers are only marginally important. They also aren’t
susceptible to a lot of pests though
some varieties are more than others.
She repots 1x/yr in sphagnum
since it starts to breakdown and the
roots need good air circulation. She
leaves a poke hole in the bottom of
the pot to allow her to check the
moisture needs of the plant.
Joe Magazzi of Quantum Orchid
Probiotics gave a talk about beneficial microbes for orchids. Trivia
fact – there are 1 ton of bacteria in
an acre of soil.
Several of the Mid Hudson people spoke very highly of his products as a way to help fix fertilizer
components
in a
form
the orchids
could
use.
By
Sandy
Buxton
SBuxton

SBuxton

NENYOS NEWSLETTER

July 2014

Growing Dendrobium Kingianum
By Maryanne Laukaitis, Amherst OS

Many people admire, but also curse, Dendrobium kingianum, a species native to Australia (“DK”). Perhaps their
plant is growing vegetatively, but never blooms. What’s
the point of keeping it around?
I brought my D. kingianum to a club meeting and it got
its share of admiration while on the show table. I explained
how I grow it, and promised to write the same for the
newsletter, so here we go.
I purchased a small DK from the Normans at least 6
years ago. It’s the species and I didn’t see any varietal
name attached. I usually research a plant before (or after
an impulse buy) on the internet and/or book.
I believe the key is understanding the environment the
species lives in. DK lives clinging on cliffs in Australia, so
it is a lithophyte (a rock plant), sometimes overlooking the
ocean, and forms mats on and through sparse organic matter in pockets and crevices in the rocks. So, I potted up my
DK in a 6 inch glazed pot with holes in the sides, and
filled it with rock chunks, a few handfuls of compost,
charcoal and a little ordinary bark mix. For rock chunks, I
found a granitic - quartz type of boulder and gave it some
satisfying whacks with a four pound hammer. That is loads
of fun, but beware of flying bits hitting your face and eyes.
(Wear safety glasses!) I got chunks in the 1 to 1.5
inch range. The edges are rough and irregular, not smooth,
so that they do not pack closely together in the pot, but
allow lots of AIR SPACE. The plant has been in the same
pot now for at least 5 years.
No pampering! DK has evolved to tolerate the extremes
of cliff-living. My DK is put outside in full sunlight on a
stone patio area as soon as the danger of heavy frost is
over in late May. On the stone surface, it gets “baked” all
morning, but by 3 PM, the sun is around the corner and it
gets some shade from the house. In summer, it gets fertilizer
(low in Nitrogen) every couple of weeks – you can set the
pot into a pan of solution for an hour or so if you like. It
enjoys copious watering, but is allowed to dry out thoroughly for a day or more as well. I just water with a garden hose when watering other plants, and if it rains, all the
better. It’s a tough cookie, so if you forget to water for
several days – maybe even a week- it will not suffer any
harm.
When Fall rolls around, I leave DK outside all September to take advantage of the COOL temperature. In October, just before an expected frost, it is brought back to the
greenhouse, but placed in the corner farthest from the heat
source, and close to the glass. It remains in this coolest of
locations all winter, and temperatures fall to 40 – 45 degrees nearly every night. Dr. Neptune said they take 35
degrees routinely in nature, and even tolerate 29 degrees
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on occasion. Fall means you must STOP watering and fertilizing. The species DK has evolved to use this dry period
to cue blossoming (although, I read that some hybrids vary
from this). Ignore it for a while. After 2 or 3 months, you
may resume watering sparingly, increasing water when
you see buds develop. Since mine is in a somewhat humid
greenhouse, I don’t water at all, though maybe it gets some
overspray as I tend other plants. If you are keeping DK in
a dry, heated home situation, you may want to mist just
enough to keep it from drastic shriveling.
DK will produce sturdy keikis (babies or offsets) routinely, and you have the choice of leaving them on or removing to produce more plants to share. High nitrogen
fertilizer will probably increase the number of keikis and
reduce the amount of flowering.
I’ve heard a few people say that their own DK did not
bloom even though they had followed the instructions on
seasonal care, cool temperatures and properly “abusing” it.
I wonder if those are clones that are “shy bloomers” as Bill
Hutchinson used to say? He often would say that if a certain plant did not bloom for you, then to try a different
clone and that may make a difference. Perhaps the plant
you have has not yet attained maturity? There are many
named clones and hybrids of DK, but I have not tried
them. Please report your results in the newsletter if you
have any of them, especially if you run across an especially floriferous variety.
While doing a web search for DK information, the name
Wilford Neptune came up several times in the search engine.
A surgeon by profession, Dr. Neptune was a member of the
Massachusetts Orchid Society, but passed away
in 2010. DK was his favorite species of orchid, and wrote the
article at this link:
http://www.massorchid.org/Resources/Documents/
DenkingianumCultureNotes.pdf
I also found an on-line PDF of the Smith College Botanic
Garden Newsletter, which states that some of the orchid collection material was donated by Dr. Neptune (2009) and many divisions were in the sale at the Botanic Garden
May 2009. http://www.smith.edu/garden/Newsletter/
newsfall09.pdf. If you purchased at that sale, you may have a
Neptune donation, but I’m not sure how you would go about
verifying that. A full article about Dr. Neptune can be found in
this Smith Botanic Garden
Newsletter
http://
www.smith.edu/
garden/
Newsletter/
newssp10.pdf
June 2014
newsletter

MLaukaitis
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Cont. from Page 1
Place your chosen plants inside and think about
including a piece of wood, glass, shell or
something else appropriate. One goal when
creating these is to plan a scene to provide visual interest.
When you place the plant, you should make a
depression that goes all the way down to the
gravel for the roots.
Finish off the container with some dried sheet
moss to cover the potting material.
Key tips:
Everything should be damp that is going into
the container or newly watered. If you use a piece of
wood, it should be clean hardwood and not prone to
rot.
Don’t overcrowd the plants. This reduces the
likelihood of fungal problems and gives the plants
room to grow.
Choose plants that are small and compact
growth habits, have short bloom spikes and a few that
have beautiful foliage since that is what you will see
much of the time.
You may need to renovate or refresh every
couple of years.
If you have a dead frond or leaf, get it out of
the container. Leaving it to decay simply introduces
bacteria into the situation that you don’t want.
Don’t fertilize the container like your other
orchids. Too many nutrients encourages algae growth.
If you have mounted plants in the container, take
them out to give them a dip in fertilizer solution and
then put them back inside.
Donna Wardlaw, NENYOS, and Marc Gray
(Amherst OS) both made comments about their terrariums which area more advanced with lights and fans.
They both water the plants as needed and then sometimes have to drain water from the gravel base.
Marc has a 27 gal. hexagon tank 20 inches
high with lights he runs 24 hours/day. He waters daily
and the top plants dry out. His fan is moving air and
lights are about 10” above the tank holding the temp
around 70 degrees.
Kyle Saunders has been growing orchids for 41
years since he bought a big white Catt. from Stop &
Shop for $6 in 1973. His lifelong obsession and
“Crazy for Cattleya” attitude. He gave us a very de-

tailed history of
Cattleyas
which , by
the way,
will be celebrating
their 200th
anniversary in
2017 of
their importation
from Brazil to Glasgow, Scot-

SBuxton

land!
He also did a repotting demonstration
providing extreme reminders we should be careful
and use new or sterile cutting tools when dividing
plants and making cuts to keep everything clean and
healthy in our collection.
Most Catts. should be repotted when they
are in an active growth phase, but many will react
badly if their new roots are more than ½ inch long and
upset.
He leaves 3 growths/division. Find the
lead growth and then count back 2.
He likes to use pot clips to hold the plant secure in
the pot. Also, remember to size the pot to the roots
and not the top of the plant. “Orchids want to be snug,
they don’t want to swim in a pot,” was the quote of
the day.

SBuxton
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Raffle Winners-bring a goodie in September
Raffle Winners at Open House
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One of the true benefits of the Raffle is the
opportunity to explore new plant varieties
with limited risk. Of course, maybe we are all
gamblers at heart. Certainly, we are hopeful!

Steve Ski (CNY)
Bob Bristol
Drew Monthie
Joe Maciaszek, Mass.
Lorrie Graham
Joan Gardener
Special Raffle Winner of Phrag.
Kovachii
Sam McClary
Shorefest Raffle (plants provided
by Silva Bros.)
Dot & Lew Hargett
Jim Bolton (non-member)
Lorrie Graham
7 Mid Hudson members

SBuxton
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NENYOS c/o S. Lee, 130 Johnson Road, Scotia, NY 12302

No Meeting
in July
Get prepared for the next
meeting,
our annual picnic,
on August 2 at Stan and
Fern Lee’s in Scotia, NY
More details in the August
newsletter.
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