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Looking Forward after 50 Years 

By: Sandy Buxton 
 

     Well, 2013 was an exciting year 

for NENYOS. We celebrated 50 

years of action, hosted 6 speakers 

from all over the country and Co-

lombia, a substantial Beginner 

Grower Series and co-hosted 2 

events. Our primary promotional 

event at the Capital District Garden 

and Flower Show displayed some 

outstanding blooms to the world 

too. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  Additionally, the group had side-

line events at NY in Bloom, the bus 

trip to SEPOS and Longwood Gar-

dens, the Bog trip and the Parkside 

Orchids open house. It was lots of 

opportunities for members to enjoy, 

view, learn and buy some great 

plants. 

     But what does that mean as we 

move forward? The Board of Di-

rectors continues to work to 

achieve a strong, vibrant society. 

Donna has scheduled another excit-

ing year of heart stopping speakers 

providing a wide variety of per-

spectives and information. 

      There 

are some 

committees 

within NE-

NYOS to 

help mem-

bers learn 

and partici-

pate in 

some addi-

tional spe-

cialties 

(orchid conservation and showing 

& judging). 

     So what is going to happen in 

the future? The last 50 years have 

seen orchids move from a plant on-

ly the wealthy could own to a plant 

that is readily available in big-box 

stores and almost treated as a dis-

posable cut flower. 

     There are still lots of areas avail-

able for expansion and improve-

ments. While Phalaenopsis growing 

has utilized technology to gain the 

foot hold in the mass marketing 

system, many other orchids cannot 

be reproduced that way. Or at least 

not yet. So they remain special 

mysterious plants which only the 

patient and gifted growers can 

achieve. 
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MAKING IT WORK FOR NENYOS 

OFFICERS FOR 2013 

 

Donna Wardlaw Co-President 

Janet Vinyard Co-President & 

  Treasurer 

Deb Lambeth Secretary 

Ed Belemjian Director  

Sandy Buxton    Director 

Mark Conley Director 

Steve Condon Website 

Stan Lee  Past President 

Sandy Buxton AOS Rep 

Gillen O’Brien Name Tags 

Joan Gardner Refreshments 

Bob Odess & Ed Belemjian Raffle 

    Greeter 
 

NENYOS Contact: 

 Contact@nenyos.org 
 

Sandy Buxton Newsletter Ed. 

buxtonsandy@gmail.com 

Upcoming Meetings 

 

Jan. 18—Annual Lunch-

eon, Woolfert’s Roost 

 

Feb. 1—Dick Doran at San-

ford Library, Colonie 
 

March 1—Cordelia Head, J & 
L Orchids from CT at Sanford 
Library, Colonie 
 

April 5—Tom Purviance & 
John Salventi, frmr Parkside 
Orchid Owners talking about 
Roots! It’s all about the 
roots! at Sanford Library, Col-
onie 
 

May 3—Steve Male from 
Fishing Creek Orchids in PA 
at CCE, 50 West High St, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 

May 31—Open House at Pip-
ing Rock Orchids in Galway, 
NY  
 

July—No Meeting 

 

August 2—Annual Picnic at 
Stan & Fern Lee’s in Scotia 
 

September 6—Ron McHatton 
at Sanford Library 

Upcoming Events in the  

Northeast  
 

Jan 16 – 19, 2014 Fort Lauderdale Orchid 

Society Show "Exotic Orchids" at War Me-

morial Auditorium, 800 NE 8th St., Fort 

Lauderdale, FL. Contact: John Wrench 954-812

-2231,  johnwrench@bellsouth.net 
 

Jan 17 – 19, 2014 North Jersey Orchid Soci-

ety Show at Strawberry Blossom Garden Cen-

ter, 1364 Route 23, Wayne, NJ. Contact: Rich-

ard Ho 973-857-7992, rho144@hotmail.com 
 

Jan 25 – 26, 2014 Cape and Islands Orchid 

Society Show at The Resort and Conference 

Center, 35 Scuddr Ave., Hyannis, MA. Con-

tact: Tina Balog 508-540-5006 ti-

na@plaid.whoi.edu 
 

Feb 7 – 9, 2014 Deep Cut Orchid Society 

Show & Sale at Dearborn Market, 2170 Route 

35, Holmdel, NJ. Contact: Faye Arnett & Helen 

Kroh 7362-786-8583, farnett@gmail.com 
 

Feb. 8-9, 2014 Southern Ontario Orchid So-

ciety Annual Show, Toronto Botanical Gar-

den, 777 Lawrence Ave. East, Toronto, Ontar-

io, Canada. Contact Peter Poot, 905-640-5643; 

peterpoot@capricornview.com  
 

Feb 14 – 16, 2014 New Hampshire Orchid 

Society Show at Radisson Hotel, 11 Tara 

Blvd., Nashua, NH. Contact: Jean Hallstone 

603-880-0404, jhallstone@yahoo.com 
 

Saturday, Feb 15, 2014 National Capital 

Orchid Society 'The 34th Annual Paphiope-

dilum Forum" at The National Arboretum, 

3501 New York Avenue NE, Washington, DC. 

Contact: Lynn Evans-Goldner 410-610-4213, 

woodstream3@verizon.net 
 

Feb. 22-23, 2014 Amherst Orchid Society 

Show, Smith Vocational and Agricultural High 

School, 80 Locust St. (Rte 9), Northhampton, 

MA. Contact: Marc Gray, 802-348-7926, 

bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net 
 

Mar 1– Mar 9, Philadelphia Flower Show 
 

March 21-23, Greater Capital District Flow-

er & Garden Show, Troy. 
 

April 11-13, SEPOS Show 
 

GROS—Greater Rochester Orchid Soc. 

CTOS—Connecticut OS 

STOS—Southern Tier OS 

MHOS—Mid-Hudson OS 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

C heck www.aos.org/events before traveling to see if there may be a local 

orchid event at your destination. Everything published in Orchids magazine is 

also on the web page     

     Beginner Series Class— 
 

And here's the list of upcoming beginner 
talks: 
 
 
 

February – A Closer Look at… (some 
genus we haven’t talked about) 
 

March – The Scoop on Fertilizers and 
Fertilizing 
 

     Beginner Grower lectures are gen-
erally held before regular meetings at 
about 1:30 p.m.  Arriving for a meeting 
early allows participants to check out 
the Show Table, have a snack and 
look at the Sale Table!! As well as find 
a chair with a good view and ask 
questions of the other members.       
    Much of our learning happens by 
gaining information from our peers! 

February Speaker is Dick Doran 

who will speaking about Sar-

corchilus Orchids. He has also 

spoke to us on Cymbidiums and 

cool growing Dendrobiums. 

Don’t forget if you are a Raffle 

winner,  don’t forget to bring a 

goodie to the February meeting  

to help all of us celebrate! 

SBuxton 

mailto:tina@plaid.whoi.edu
mailto:tina@plaid.whoi.edu
mailto:farnett@gmail.com
mailto:jhallstone@yahoo.com
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VENDORS WHO HELPED  
WITH THE 2013  

AUCTION & Activities 
 

Gretchen Bellinger Textiles 
24 Mill Street 
Albany, NY 12204 
 

Bill Doran, Co Flower wholesalers 
45 Industrial Park Rd, Albany, NY 
12206  (518)-465-5285 
 www.billdoran.com  
 

Carmela Orchids  
Hakalau, HI  
www.carmelaorchids.net  
 

Danker Florist 
658 Central Avenue, Albany, NY 
12206    518-489-5461 
www.dankerflorist.com  
 

Island Sun Orchids –Karen Kim-

merle; PO Box 909, Keaau, HI 
 
 

Lehua Orchids  
Mountain View, HI  
808-968-8898 
www.lehuaorchids.com  
 

Piping Rock Orchids 
2270 Cook Rd 
Galway, NY 12074 
518-882-9002 
www.pipingrockorchids.com 
 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place Vista, 

CA 92081(760) 639-6255 

Www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 
 

Tohru Takekoshi, former NE-

NYOS, Member, Scotia, NY 
 

The Orchid Works  
Rayna@the orchidworks.com  

P.O. 278 Hakalau, HI 96710  

wholesale and retail lists online  
 

Walter Scheeren 
44-3265 Kalopa Mauka Rd 
Honokaa,HI 96727 
808-775-1185 
scheeren@juno.com 

 

Do You have a favorite Orchid 

family that you want more spe-

cialized information about?? 
 

   Well, there are some specialty 

groups that can help fill that need. 

Here is a taste of a few: 
 

http://slipperorchid.org/     The Slipper 

Orchid Alliance is an international 

membership organization dedicated to 

the preservation of and education about 

all lady-slipper orchids (those with a 

pouch as the lip), including Paphiope-

dilum, Phragmipedium, Cypripedium, 

Mexipedium and Selenipedium or-

chids. The SOA focuses on being a 

resource center to enhance the under-

standing and growing of these captivat-

ing flowers and to encourage conserva-

tion in natural habitats and artificial 

propagation of endangered species. 
 

Membership is open to everyone inter-

ested in lady-slipper orchids. You may 

join SOA as an Individual (or single 

household), or as a Supporting mem-

ber. SOA welcomes individual and 

Supporting Members from all over the 

world.  

      All members have password access 

to the SOA Newsletter Archive on the 

website. and may choose to receive 

new SOA newsletters by regular mail 

or exclusively by email. Any member 

can access the current and archived 

newsletters online in downloadable, 

printable, PDF format.  

      Supporting members are listed in 

each SOA Newsletter, are highlighted 

and listed on a special page in the SOA 

website, are provided a link to their 

web-site from the SOA web-site, and 

are entitled to a l/8 page ad each year in 

the Newsletter. 
 

www.Paphs.net   a website dedicated to 

those who love Paphliopedilums. A 

wide variety of links and information. 
 

www.cymbidium.org  The 

Cymbidium Society of America was 

founded in 1946 to stimulate and ex-

tend the appreciation of Cymbidiums, 

Paphiopedilums and other cool-

growing orchids. Now consisting of 

twelve individual branches, the Cym-

bidium Society strives to develop, ac-

quire and disseminate information con-

cerning these beautiful and enchanting 

orchids. 

     As the official voice of the Cym-

bidium Society of America, CSA Jour-

nal is published bimonthly, with an 

international range of coverage. While 

Cymbidiums and Paphiopedilums are 

the main genera featured, articles are 

included on other cool-growing genera 

that grow under cymbidium-type con-

ditions. Each issue contains something 

of interest for everyone, from the new-

est beginner to the most advanced 

grower. 

     Membership with the Cymbidium 

Society of America includes a sub-

scription to CSA Journal which fea-

tures color covers that highlight recent-

ly awarded varieties and from 4-8 pag-

es of interior color. Articles are contin-

ually presented by many world-famous 

authorities, which enable the reader to 

stay current with what is happening in 

the orchid world. Published 6 times a 

year CSA Journal can serve as your 

guide to the beauty and charm that 

growing orchids holds for one and all. 
 

Come and Visit a NENYOS meeting!! 
 

   One of the wonderful things about our NENYOS organization is we encour-

age anyone interested in orchids to come and visit our meetings.  
 

   You don’t need to be a member to listen to the speaker or ask questions.     
 

    So, come and visit. Bring a friend. The more, the merrier as we all learn and 

enjoy the wonders of growing orchids. 

http://slipperorchid.org/
http://www.Paphs.net
http://www.cymbidium.org
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   Conserving North America’s 

Native Orchids  
From www.usbg.com 
 

     The North American Orchid 

Conservation Center (NAOCC) is 

a collaboration between the 

Smithsonian Environmental Re-

search Center and the U.S. Botan-

ic Garden that will join public 

and private organizations to con-

serve, cultivate and restore North 

America's native orchids.  

     Orchids are found throughout 

North America and many of the 

approximately 200 species are 

threatened or endangered because 

of habitat loss.  

     Why are orchids so fascinating 

and captivating? Beautiful, di-

verse and often large-flowered, 

orchids are an ancient plant fami-

ly that has evolved an amazing 

array of flower types, pollination 

mechanisms and complex interac-

tions with animals and fungi. In 

the plant world, orchids reign su-

preme as about 10 percent of all 

plant species are orchids.  

     Among flowering plants, or-

chids are the largest family and 

no other plant family can match 

the array of evolutionary features 

that orchids possess. Collectors 

prize orchids for their showy 

flowers; scientists have long been 

fascinated by the relationships 

between the plants and their polli-

nators.  

     Today, orchids have taken on 

even greater significance - highly 

sensitive to habitat change, or-

chids are among the first casual-

ties from environmental loss and 

damage.  
 

Orchids and their habitats  

     Orchids have complex rela-

tionships with the habitat in 

which they live; some are de-

pendent upon the fungi that are 

free-living in the soil, others as-

sociate with fungi that are also 

connected to other plants, espe-

cially trees. As habitats changes, 

the fungal community 

changes and orchids may 

lose fungi upon which they 

depend for their survival.  
 

Orchids and people  

     Like precious gems, the 

most unique and rare or-

chids are sought by the most 

enthusiastic collectors. As 

word spreads about the loca-

tion of a rare orchid, more 

and more demand is placed 

on an already fragile population. 

Once widespread, many orchid 

species are not found in small, 

fragmented populations.  

 

What are we doing?  

     There are relatively few na-

tional efforts to restore native or-

chids. NAOCC is a collaboration 

formed to pursue the following 

goals:  

 Establish and manage a col-

lection of seeds of all native 

orchids.  

 Establish and maintain fungi 

associated with native or-

chids.  

 Cultivate all native orchids in 

botanic gardens in the United 

States and Canada.  

 Provide specialized training 

for individuals interested in 

the conservation, cultivation 

and restoration of native or-

chids.  

 Develop web-based materials 

to educate the public about 

orchid identification, ecology, 

management and propagation.  

 

 

See more at: http://

www.usbg.gov/conserving-north-

america%E2%80%99s-native-

orchids#sthash.9DmXub3A.dpuf 
 

 

Go Orchids Interactive Website 

Has Launched 
 

    Go Orchids is a tool to explore 

orchids native to the U.S. and 

Canada. Go Orchids will initially 

focus on orchids in New England 

and the mid-Atlantic region. Or-

chids of the southeast and Alaska 

will be added early in 2014.  

   This site will be similar to Go 

Botany, developed by our part-

ners at the New England Wild 

Flower Society and will eventual-

ly include all of the orchid spe-

cies in the U.S. and Canada.  

   Go Orchids has been developed 

to interact across a variety of 

platforms, including smart 

phones and tablets. We encourage 

you to explore the site at http://

goor-

chids.northamericanorchidcenter.

org/ 

 

Bark will be available at the February 

meeting. If you are in desperate straits 

before then, you can call Stan and pick 

it up at his house 518-557-2070. 

http://northamericanorchidcenter.org/naocc-interactive-website-under-development/
http://northamericanorchidcenter.org/naocc-interactive-website-under-development/
http://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/
http://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/
http://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/
http://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/
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Ward’s Nursery Greenhouse  (413)-528-0166 

On 600 S. Main St, Great Barrington, MA 01230 
 

    Not far from many of us, there is a great resource for picking up 

some goodies outside the regular cycle of shows and sales. In the 

fall, I visited there and was really excited to see the variety of or-

chids on display. 

    Some great Oncidiums, a Psychopsis, Vandas and Phals and 

Paphs!  Extra bonus, they also have a Scratch & Dent—discount 

table!!   Additionally, the nursery has some great  cactus, tropical 

plants and herbaceous plants. Well worth a 

stop over.  Www.wardsnursery.com  

Currently 

on winter 

hours.  

 

 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP—PASS THIS ALONG  
NENYOS MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM JANUARY THROUGH DECEMBER-PLEASE MAKE THINGS EASY 

FOR JANET AND GET THOSE CHECKS IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! JANUARY 31ST  
IS THE CUT OFF DATE FOR PAYMENT AND TO MAKE THE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY  

 

REMEMBER NO DUES, NO NEWSLETTER.  
 

Individual Membership $15      Family Membership $20    Please Print Clearly 
 

Make your check payable to NENYOS, and please complete (and cor-
rect) membership information and  return this slip with your check. Mail 
to:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

please complete accurately  
 
FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR MEMBERSHIP, CALL OR 
EMAIL JANET AT 518-673-3212— janetvinyard@yahoo.com  

Janet Vinyard  
597 State Highway 162  
Sprakers, NY 12166  

 
Name:______________________________  
 
Address____________________________  
 
City:______________________State:____  
 
Zip:_________Tel:____________________  
 
Email:______________________________  
 
Newsletter: E-mail_____ or Paper______  
   Choose 1    (in color)       (black & white)  

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
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Catasetinae Plant Culture 

Cycnoches, Catasetums, Mor-

modes, and Clowesia 

 

From: Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley  

Orchids 

   The cultural information below is 

a generalization and will apply in 

most situations; however each 

grower and growing environment 

is different. I encourage you to 

make adjustments based on your 

experience and growing conditions.  

    Catasetinae have a distinctive 

growth and rest period (dormancy). 

For best plant growth it is im-

portant to understand and respect 

these growth phases. When the 

plants are in active growth main-

tain constant root zone moisture 

and fertilize regularly. This is es-

sential to optimizing the develop-

ment of new growth. When the 

plants are dormant little or no wa-

ter is needed as the pseudobulbs 

store enough moisture and nutri-

ents to survive the dormancy.  

    Catasetinae plant culture is not 

difficult. All it takes is an under-

standing of the seasonal growth 

patterns. The plants vegetative state 

signals to the grower their chang-

ing needs. Interpret the signals and 

make the appropriate cultural ad-

justments. Here is what to look for:  

 

Early spring:  
    Catasetinae begin their new 

growth in early spring. However, 

watering should wait until the new 

growth has well developed new 

roots. This means you should let 

the new roots grow to an approxi-

mate length of 3-5” before you 

begin watering. Let me emphasize 

this point. Wait to water until the 

new roots are well developed. The 

waiting to water is not easy, my 

natural instinct is to begin watering 

when I see new growth, but I have 

learned through trial and error that 

it is better to wait to water than 

start watering too soon. I also be-

lieve that Catasetinae roots deterio-

rate during dormancy and in the 

following year they are not as ef-

fective at taking up moisture and 

nutrients. This makes the new roots 

vital in the plants health. This rein-

forces the message about not wa-

tering too early.  

 

Mid-Season:  
    Once the new roots are suffi-

ciently developed, this is the period 

where the plants are rapidly devel-

oping their new pseudobulbs. 

There is a surprising amount of 

growth that occurs in these 3-4 

months, often the plants will dou-

ble their size. Due to this, the 

plants require constant moisture 

and regular fertilization. In most 

cases, irrigation will be need 2 or 3 

times a week. A balanced fertilizer 

at full strength is suitable for this 

rapid growth. Light levels at or 

above those suggested for Cattleya 

will help insure strong good growth 

and flowering. This is the time 

when the fruits of your labor will 

begin to pay off as the flowering 

season is in underway.  

 

Late Season:  
    Sometime after flowering, in the 

late autumn the plants will begin to 

enter the dormancy phase. Under-

standing the signals of the onset of 

dormancy and the factors trigger-

ing it are important is good plant 

culture. The plant first signals are 

the yellowing and browning off of 

the leaves, at this time stop fertiliz-

ing and reduce watering by ½ and 

when most leaves are yellow/

brown and have dropped off cease 

watering altogether. The general 

rule to follow is: by the 15 th of 

November stop fertilization and 

reduce watering by ½.  Most leaves 

should have yellowed or fallen off 

by the 1 st of January, however, if 

the plants still have leaves all irri-

gation should be stopped at this 

time.  

    The onset of dormancy is caused 

by several factors, the maturity of 

the pseudobulb, shorter day length, 

cooler day/night temperatures and 

a reduction of root zone moisture. 

In most of the country dormancy 

occurs naturally however when the 

plants are cultivated in warm grow-

ing areas such as in South Texas, 

Florida, Hawaii, or in the home or 

under lights sometimes dormancy 

needs to be encouraged. I have 

found that stopping watering in 

early January regardless of the 

number of green leaves will trigger 

the dormancy.  

 

Note: Watering during dormancy 

should only be done it the plant 

shrivels severely. Usually a single 

irrigation is sufficient to restore the 

bulbs. 

 

Here's a summary: 

 As the new growth develops 

wait to irrigate until the new roots 

are well developed and are 3 to 5” 

long. (don't be in a hurry to water, 

it is better to wait) 

 Irrigate and fertilize frequently 

while the plants are in active 

growth. 

 Stop fertilization and reduce 

irrigation by ½ around by mid No-

vember. 

Cease watering by the 1 st of Janu-

ary. 

 Continued on Page 7==> 
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Continued from Page 6 
 

Light levels: Catasetinae like light levels comparable 

to Cattleyas at about 2500-4000 foot candles (fc) 

However, the plants are widely adaptable and do well 

with light levels as low as 1500 fc and as high as 5000 

fc. For optimal growth I suggest a Southern exposure 

or a location where a the plants will receive plenty of 

bright, filtered light  

Potting mix: For mature plants I have been using a 

3/1 of mix of fine ‘Kiwi Bark’ and medium Perlite. 

For seedlings up to a 3” pot size I like to use New 

Zealand sphagnum moss with the bottom 1/3 of the 

pot filled with Styrofoam peanuts. However, this ge-

nus is not too particular in what it is potted in and any 

well drained media will work well.  

Containers: I prefer to grow in plastic pots, however 

clay pots, baskets, and cork slabs will all work. Ca-

tasetinae don't like to be over potted, select a pot size 

that will allow for 2-3 years of growth.  

Fertilizer: When in active growth, regularly use one 

teaspoon of your favorite fertilizer per gallon of wa-

ter.  

Air movement: Catasetinae enjoy abundant air 

movement, if you are growing in a green house use 

air circulating fans. Also, hanging the plants allows 

for maximum air movement around them and often 

they do best hanging.  

Repotting and Dividing: Is done as the new growth 

is just starting to develop and before the new roots 

start to show. (remember no watering until the roots 

are well established, 3-5” long). Unlike most orchid 

plants Catasetinae do well when divided in to 2 bulb 

pieces. Divisions are made by cutting with a sterile 

tool or by pulling the bulbs apart. I try to keep the size 

of my plants between 2 and 5 bulbs.  

Insect pests: Catasetinae are generally pest free, how-

ever spider mites are attracted to the soft leaves of 

these plants. Spider mites are quite small, they live 

and feed on the undersides of the leaves. Take care in 

checking for them as the plants are leaning out and 

control them with a recommended miteacide from 

your garden center. Although the leaves will drop off 

during dormancy this is not an excuse to not treat for 

them.  

    Please feel free to contact me on any question re-

garding the growing of this genus. Once the basics 

are understood they are very rewarding. 

fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net  

 

 

 

Phil Rudko and John Raymond commented in De-

cember that often they have blooms that don’t make 

it to the meeting. So John sent me: photos of a cou-

ple of the “rarieties” that we had blooming (of 

course they would not bloom in time for one of our 

meetings!).  Anyway, the one I am holding and the 

close up is a Taeniophyllum (Biocellatum var. Hai-

nan from the Hainan Province in China.  

 

The other close-up is of Cir-

rhopetalum Ornatissimum X 

Cirrhopetalum Fascinator, and 

is from India.  

 

 

 

Editor Note: 

Make sure you 

check out the 

wall of mounted 

orchids behind 

John! 

Show Table Tales 

PRudko 

PRudko 

PRudko 

mailto:fred.clarke@att.net
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North Eastern New York Orchid Society 

NENYOS c/o S. Lee, 130 Johnson Road,  Scotia, NY 12302    www.nenyos.org   

NEXT MEETING 

 

February 1, 2014 
 

2:15 Dick Doran 

Sarcochilus Orchids 

 

1:30 Beginner talk 

 

2:00 p.m. Show Table, 

After presentation—

Questions and Raffle 

 

The meeting is at the William K> Sanford 

Library, 629 Albany Shaker Road, Colonie 

(Loudonville, 12211) 
 

(Times are approximate.) 

 

From goorchid facebook page: 

Title:  Who's next? 
 

Photo of the Week: Waiting for Dinner 
 

 Pictured here is the beautiful Grass Pink Orchid. 

This striking flower grows in wet meadows and 

bogs throughout the eastern half of the U.S. Here 

in Michigan they are usually up in June. This 

bloom is playing host to a crab spider who waits 

patiently for days, or even weeks, for an unsus-

pecting insect to come for a visit. Crab spiders 

don’t make a web instead they hunt by ambush. 

Once an insect lands on this flower those front 

legs will grab it and pull it in for a venom laden 

bite. This will quickly incapacitate the insect and 

the spider will have its dinner.  

 

 Good Luck and Good Light! 

 Steve 
 

 Image: Grass Pink Orchid with Crab Spider, Brighton, MI 

      

http://www.nenyos.org/

