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Auction Wonders 
 

     With auctioneer Christina 

Anderson setting a fast pace, 

the action was non-stop on 

Saturday, November 7. The 

more than forty people attend-

ing and bidding were a great 

mix of NENYOS members 

and general orchid lovers. Ac-

cording to Janet Vinyard, ten 

people registered for bid 

plates who were not mem-

bers! 

     There were some great 

plants among the wide rang-

ing selection, most offering 

blooms or spikes. A number 

of member donated items 

helped to push the profit level 

up for the auction. Many 

thanks to both the donors and 

bidders! 

     Again this year, Alex Shep-

herd coordinated a great dis-

play of photos and infor-

mation to help allow the audi-

ence to see what the plants 

can achieve. Christina and 

Spotter Wake Gardner also 

contributed info about orchid 

culture and growing tips for 

individual plants. 

     One of the fun points of 

auction action was the attend-

ance of our youngest bidder in 

quite a while, Annabelle Gal-

lup scoped out the plants, bid 

on several and finally was the 

winner on a BLC, 

paid for with her 

own money. She 

is a young orchid 

lover 

we 

should 

encour-

age and 

culti-

vate! 

     Our 

top selling plant was 

BLC Goldenzelle 

‘Lemon Chiffon’ at 

$59. There were several oth-

ers in the $50 range. So we 

did well overall. 

     To Treasurer Janet V.’s de-

light 21 members renewed 

while paying their bill at the 

auction providing one stop 

shopping benefits and making 

for easy paperwork.  Thanks 

to all who took advantage! 

      Many thanks to the Auc-

tion helpers who made it all 

run smoothly: Janet V, Donna 

Wardlaw, Stan Lee, Mark 

Conley, Bob and Gretchen 

Sharp, Mary Fay, Bob Phil-

lips, the Sandy Buxtons, Wake 

Gardner, Christina Anderson, 

Alex Shepherd, Gill O’Brien, 

and Deb Lambeth. 

 

-by 

Sandy 

Buxton 

II 

December 2015 
nenyosorchids@gmail.com 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
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MAKING IT WORK FOR NENYOS 

OFFICERS FOR 2015 
 

Donna Wardlaw Co-President 

Janet Vinyard Co-President & 

  Treasurer 

Deb Lambeth Secretary 

Sandy Buxton    Director 

Mark Conley Director 

Alex Shepherd Website 

Stan Lee  Past President 

Sandy Buxton AOS Rep 

Patty Boggs Name Tags 

Joan Gardner Refreshments 

Bob Odess  Raffle 

    Greeter 
 

NENYOS Contact: 

        nenyosorchids@gmail.com 
 

Sandy Buxton     Newsletter Editor        

Upcoming Meetings 

 

December 5—Holiday 
event at Library 
 

January 16, 2016—
Annual Luncheon at 
Wolfert’s Roost at noon 
 

February 6, 2016—
Hands-on Mounting 
Demo 
 

March 5, 2016—TBA 
 

April 2, 2016—TBA 
 

May 7, 2016—TBA 

Upcoming Events in the Northeast  
 

Jan 15 – 17, 2016 North Jersey Orchid Society Show and Sale at Douglass Student 

Center at Rutgers University, 100 George St, New Brunswick, NJ. Contact: Richard Ho 

973-857-7992 or rho144@hotmail.com  
 

Feb 20 – 21, 2016 Amherst Orchid Society Show at Smith Vocational and Agricultural 

High School, 80 Locust St. (Rt. 9), Northampton, MA. Contact: Marc D. Gray 802-348-

7926 or bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net  
 

Apr 9 – 10, 2016 Genesee Region Orchid Society's Annual Orchid Show and Sale at 

Rochester Meuseum & Science Center, Eisenhart Auditorium, 657 East Avenue, Roches-

ter, NY. Contact: Carol Butcher  585-742-3403 or  jbutche2@outlook.com  
 

 GROS—Greater Rochester Orchid Soc.                  CTOS—Connecticut OS   

STOS—Southern Tier OS   MHOS—Mid-Hudson OS   
C heck www.aos.org/events before traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your destination. Everything published 

in Orchids magazine is also on the web page     

Beginner  Series Class—2015-2016  
 

And here's the list of upcoming beginner talks: 
 

Beginner Talks  

 

Dec        Orchid Databases 

Feb        Winner, winner!  (orchid judging) 

Mar        An orchid genus we haven’t   

  talked about 
 

     Beginner Grower lectures are generally 
held before regular meetings at about 1:30 p.m.  Arriving for a meeting early 
allows participants to check out the Show Table, have a snack and look at the 
Sale Table!! As well as find a chair with a good view and ask questions of the 
other members.       

Board of Directors meet-

ing on December 5. 

Please feel free to con-

tact them with any ques-

tions or issues that need 

to be discussed.  Email 

nenyosorchids@gmail.com 

SBuxton 

Winter...contin’d from Pg 6 

Orientation  
   the direction of the greenhouse roof relative to the sun’s movement — allows grow-

ers to take best advantage of available light. During the cold months, to optimize win-

ter growing conditions, an eastwest orientation will allow the greatest amount of sun-

light to reach your orchids through the shortest days of the year. This must be balanced 

with the needs of your orchids, the layout of your property, trees that might shade the 

greenhouse, etc. For maximum year-round exposure, a greenhouse with a north-south 

orientation is a better choice. 

        The next step is critical. Provide “backup, backup, backup and alarms,” says Jan 

Szyren, horticulturist and greenhouse coordinator for Michigan State University. As 

Szyren notes, an alarm system is critical for notifying growers if the greenhouse tem-

perature should fall below a certain level, as is a backup heating system. Supplemental 

heating need not maintain optimal temperatures, but protect the orchids from cold 

damage during a power outage or unusually cold temperatures. Should disaster strike 

and temperatures drop, try to keep your growing area above 45° F (7° C) at minimum. 

Gas- or diesel-powered generators, generator fuel and long, heavy duty extension 

cords for heating appliances and fans to distribute the heat are available at most home-

improvement centers to heat your greenhouse during an emergency. Automated sys-

tems are available; manual systems are less expensive, but require that someone be on 

hand to operate them.  
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VENDORS WHO HELPED  
WITH THE 2014  

AUCTION & Activities 
 

Bill Doran, Co Flower wholesalers 
45 Industrial Park Rd, Albany, NY 
12206  (518)-465-5285 
 www.billdoran.com  
 

Island Sun Orchids – 
Karen Kimmerle; PO Box 909, 
Keaau, HI 
 

Lehua Orchids  
Mountain View, HI  
808-968-8898 
www.lehuaorchids.com  
 

Piping Rock Orchids 
2270 Cook Rd 
Galway, NY 12074 
518-882-9002 
www.pipingrockorchids.com 
 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place 

Vista, CA 92081(760) 639-6255 

Www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 
 

The Orchid Works  

Rayna@the orchidworks.com  

P.O. 278 Hakalau, HI 96710  

wholesale and retail lists online  
 

Walter Scheeren 
44-3265 Kalopa Mauka Rd 
Honokaa,HI 96727 
808-775-1185 
WFScheeren@juno.com 

Come and Visit a  

NENYOS meeting!! 
   One of the wonderful things about 

our NENYOS organization is we 

encourage anyone interested in or-

chids to come and visit our meet-

ings.  

   You don’t need to be a member to 

listen to the speaker or ask ques-

tions.     
    So, come and visit. Bring a friend. 

The more, the merrier as we all learn 

and enjoy the wonders of growing 

orchids. 

Cont’d from pg 2-   Kerosene or propane heaters are another option for sup-

plemental heat if the power goes off, but their fumes that can damage flow-

ers quickly, and to a lesser extent affect plants as well. In addition, these 

should never be used in attached greenhouses, as the fumes are toxic to peo-

ple and animals. Greenhouses in which this equipment has been used should 

be ventilated before being reentered. 

    Ann Jesup of Bristol, Connecticut adds to and emphasizes the importance 

of seasonal preparation — “going over the greenhouse to check for and seal 

any air leaks, have the alarms, furnace and heating system tested, and,” she 

adds, “pray that the temperatures are not going to drop (in the greenhouse, 

anyway ...).” 

   As a last resort, moving your collection or your most treasured and cold-

sensitive plants indoors temporarily may be an option. While they do not 

provide optimal growing conditions, homes are much better equipped to 

keep out the cold than greenhouses. This step can make the critical differ-

ence between plant survival and plant loss, so optimal culture can be fore-

gone for a few days until the danger of freezing passes. If your collection is 

too large to bring indoors in its entirety, grouping those that would be 

moved indoors together or marking them with a special, brightly colored, 

easily identifiable tag can save time and plants as temperatures drop. Plastic 

sheeting or tarps can protect indoor surfaces and furniture from damage 

from dirt and dampness that comes in with the orchids. 
 

After the Fact  
   If the worst happens and your orchids are damaged by the cold, don’t as-

sume that they are goners. Treat the plant as though it has just been repotted 

— avoid direct sunlight and high temperatures, keep the medium moist and 

give them a weak solution of liquid plant food with a full compliment of 

minor elements. When you see the beginnings of new growth sprouting, 

apply a very light dose of fertilizer and continue with your weekly liquid 

food program. 

   The positive side of the occasional winter chill is that, in many cases, cool 

periods help induce or enhance bud initiation and flowering. 
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP—PASS THIS ALONG  
NENYOS MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM JANUARY THROUGH DECEMBER-PLEASE MAKE THINGS 

EASY FOR JANET AND GET THOSE CHECKS IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! JANUARY 31ST  
IS THE CUT OFF DATE FOR PAYMENT AND TO MAKE THE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY  

 

REMEMBER NO DUES, NO NEWSLETTER.  
 

Individual Membership $20      Family Membership $25    Please Print Clearly 
 

Make your check payable to NENYOS, and please complete (and cor-
rect) membership information and  return this slip with your check. 
Mail to:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

please complete accurately  
 
FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR MEMBERSHIP, CALL OR 
EMAIL JANET AT 518-673-3212— janetvinyard@yahoo.com  

Janet Vinyard  
597 State Highway 162  
Sprakers, NY 12166  

 
Name:______________________________  
 
Address____________________________  
 
City:______________________State:____  
 
Zip:_________Tel:____________________  
 
Email:______________________________  
 
Newsletter: E-mail_____ or Paper______  
   Choose 1    (in color)       (black & white)  

THE NORTHEASTERN NEW YORK ORCHID SOCIETY ANNUAL LUNCHEON - JANUARY 16, 2016  

WOLFERT'S ROOST COUNTRY CLUB  

Van Rennsselaer Blvd, Albany, NY  

(located near I-90, Exit 6 and Rte 9 north)  

Festivities start at 12 pm  
Name: _________________________________________ Individual Reservation $ 23.00  

Address: _______________________________________ No. of Guests x $23.00 = $______  

Phone: _____________________________ Total Amount $ ______  
 

Make checks payable to NENYOS and bring to the next 

meeting or mail to Joan Gardner, 100 Gipps Ln, Voorhees-

ville, NY 12186.  

 Dead-line for reservations is January 5, 2016.  

 

12pm CASH COCKTAIL TRAY SERVICE  —  

 

 BUFFET LUNCH TO FOLLOW  
 

THE MENU  
 

Fruit Bowl **Mixed Greens Salad with 2 dressing 

choices** Antipasto Salad** Seasonal Vegetables 

Medley **Roasted Potato** Chicken Picatta**  

Sesame Ginger Salmon **Rolls and Butter 

**Blueberry Crisp and Whipped Cream **Coffee, 

Tea and Decaf Coffee  

 

Come and enjoy spending time with orchid  

enthusiasts, Annual Meeting, a Show Table, 

Member Sale Table and Raffle.  
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Preparing Orchids for Winter 

By Susan Jones , AOS 
 

   The onset of shorter days and 

longer, colder nights heralds win-

ter’s arrival. Many factors play 

into keeping your orchids happy 

and healthy through this time — 

finding the right combination of 

variables can be tricky, especially 

for beginners. The phrase “proper 

prior planning” is appropriate here; 

doing so will help your orchids to 

reach their greatest potential and 

increase your knowledge and en-

joyment of the hobby. 

    Generally, temperatures between 

50° and 80° F (10° to 27° C) are 

ideal for orchids; but occasional 

brief periods of temperatures 

above 100 F (38 C) or drops even 

into the 30s (0 C) will not harm 

most orchids as long as no frost 

forms on the leaves. Cold hardi-

ness, the measure of the orchid’s 

resistance to or ability to adjust to 

cold stress, should be considered 

when adding new orchids for your 

landscape or collection. The degree 

of cold hardiness is determined by 

environmental conditions, the 

overall health of the plant and its 

genetic makeup. Some species are 

always killed by colder tempera-

tures, while others can tolerate 

short periods of temperatures near 

freezing. 
 

Cold Injury  
     Symptoms indicating cold dam-

age usually become visible some 

days after exposure to critically 

low temperatures, not during the 

cold exposure. Cold injury in-

cludes damage from temperatures 

above and below freezing. Chill 

injury is that caused by low tem-

peratures above freezing, and 

freeze injury is damage from tem-

peratures at or below freezing. 

Frost damage takes place when 

dew freezes after it has condensed 

on leaf surfaces if the air tempera-

ture drops below freezing. 

     The rate at which symptoms 

develop depends on the severity of 

the exposure and the conditions in 

the growing environment after the 

exposure. Continued cool tempera-

tures and high humidity after expo-

sure to cold may slow the develop-

ment of symptoms, while high 

light intensity and warm tempera-

tures may accelerate the appear-

ance of symptoms. 
 

Chilling  
Many chilling-injury symptoms are 

common to other stresses such as 

lack of water, root-rot diseases, 

chemical phytotoxicity, heat stress 

and light stress, and as such may 

be difficult to diagnose. General 

symptoms of chilling injury in-

clude surface lesions, pitting, large, 

sunken areas and discoloration; 

water-soaking in tissues, usually 

followed by wilting and browning; 

internal discoloration (browning); 

increased susceptibility to attack 

by fungi and bacteria; slowerthan- 

normal growth (this may be diffi-

cult to identify without undamaged 

plants for comparison or a 

knowledge of the orchid’s normal 

growth rate) and accelerated rate of 

natural death. 
 

Freezing  
     Symptoms of freeze injury 

include desiccation or burn-

ing of foliage, water-soaked areas 

that progress to necrotic spots on 

leaves, and death of sections of the 

plant or the entire plant. Obvious 

symptoms may not be present until 

after the plant has been stressed by 

very warm temperatures. 
 

The Basics 
    Preparation for weathering win-

ter’s chills begins at the point of 

purchasing your orchids. Choose 

carefully for the growing condi-

tions you are able to provide your 

plants. If you keep your home or 

greenhouse cool in the winter to 

save on heating costs, avoid the 

warmer-growing genera such as 

phalaenopsis and vanda. Instead, 

stick to intermediate- (most bras-

savolas, cattleyas, dendrobiums, 

epidendrums, laelias or mottled-

leaved paphiopedilums) or cooler-

growing (cymbidiums, masdeval-

lias, miltonias, odontoglossums, 

oncidiums, plain-leaved paphiope-

dilums or sophronitis) orchids, de-

pending on the conditions they will 

be grown under during the summer 

months. White or yellow vandas, 

as well as some dendrobiums 

(phalaenopsis-and antelope-types), 

are especially cold sensitive and do 

not like temperature drops below 

60° F (16° C), and can be particu-

larly prone to losing leaves when 

exposed to cooler temperatures. 

Seedlings and immature plants, 

particularly those in flasks or com-

pots, are also much more sensitive 

to chills than their mature counter-

parts. 

      Another consideration for 

growers in northern climes is the 

shorter day length winter brings. 

Many orchids need 14 hours of 

light every day to flower success-

fully. Relying on daylight alone 

during winter months will not pro-

vide sufficient light to induce bud-

ding. Genera with high light re-

quirements may produce healthy 

green foliage but without  

 Continued on Page 6 

During the winter, flowering 

orchids brighten well-lit win-

dowsills. On cold nights, it's a 

good idea to move plants away  

from the window or use bubble 

wrap as insulation between  

the pane and the plants.  

AOS.org 
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Continued from Page 5 
 

sufficient illumination might never reward their 

growers with the desired flowers. For indoor and 

greenhouse growers in the north, supplemental light-

ing may be necessary for optimal plant health and 

flowering. Depending on the type of light source cho-

sen, the heat generated by the lamps may help coun-

teract cold temperatures. 

     When adding to an orchid collection, choosing 

carefully to match the conditions you are able to pro-

vide as a grower will go a long way toward keeping 

your orchids in optimal health through winter’s 

gloom and chills. 

     Once they’re comfortably situated in your collec-

tion, cultural factors to consider in keeping them hap-

py through the winter months include less frequent 

watering and fertilization. It is worth the extra effort 

to read up on the seasonal needs of the orchids in 

your collection. This is especially important for the 

species, but hybrids will benefit from this research as 

well. Some enter a period of partial or full dormancy; 

they will require a rest period at this time of year, and 

could be adversely affected if they do not receive one. 

As temperatures drop and daylight is reduced, their 

growth slows down or even stops, depending on the 

species or hybrid. The quantities of water and fertiliz-

er they required for spring and summer growth are no 

longer needed and could negatively affect the plant 

unless reduced accordingly. Excess water can acceler-

ate the breakdown of organic growing media (such as 

pine bark and sphagnum moss) and lead to root and 

plant rots. A surplus of fertilizer can accumulate in 

the growing media until the fertilizer salts burn the 

orchid’s root and leaf tips, and actually inhibit rather 

than enhance growth. 

Windowsill  
    Because they have less control over the quality and 

amount of lighting reaching their plants than under-

lights growers, windowsill growers face special con-

siderations during the winter months. The day length 

is shorter in the northern latitudes, so supplemental 

lighting may be needed for part of the day to maintain 

a comfortable day-night balance for the plants. At this 

time of year, the sun’s angle is lower on the horizon 

and may no longer be shaded by trees that have lost 

their leaves for the winter. A fresh snowfall can also 

reflect a great deal more light than normal. A sheer 

curtain may be needed to protect your plants from 

sunburn at these times. 

    At night, a heavy curtain between the window and 

your orchids can act as an insulating barrier to help 

keep the nighttime temperatures from damaging sen-

sitive tropical plants. Thermopane windows will also 

help — their two panes of glass separated by an air 

pocket are good for both orchids and heating bills in 

the winter time. Even sheets of bubble wrap covering 

the glass will help keep warmth in and winter chills 

out. Never allow the foliage to touch the glass; con-

densation can freeze on the windowpane and kill your 

orchid’s leaves.  

    Good air movement will help maintain tempera-

tures as well. A fan to circulate the air around the 

window helps helps keep temperatures uniform, and 

distributes and circulates heat from heaters or other 

sources to keep the growing area closer to the ambi-

ent temperature of the room rather than the cold out-

side. 
 

Greenhouses 
   Properly planned, a greenhouse may be constructed 

and oriented to minimize the effects of winter’s chill 

on your orchids. The use of twin-walled instead of 

single-layered glazing materials adds insulation and 

reduces heat loss through the greenhouse exterior. 

Double-layered materials are also better able to with-

stand the weight of accumulated snow in the winter-

time (but never allow the snow to remain on the 

greenhouse or it may cause damage). Attached green-

houses (those with one or more walls attached to a 

building), partially excavated and earthsheltered 

greenhouses retain heat better than freestanding mod-

els, and so cause growers less difficulty and expense 

to heat. Because one or more sides are opaque, at-

tached and earth-sheltered greenhouses do not gener-

ally receive as much sunlight as a freestanding green-

house. 

Although winter 

requires preparation 

by the orchid grow-

er, the shorter days 

are exactly what 

initiates bud devel-

opment for seasonal 

species such as Catt-

leya trianae.  Aos.org 
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Auction Table Tales 
 

 

Lots of wonderful goodies!! 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
SBuxton SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 

SBuxton 
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North Eastern New York Orchid Society 

NENYOS c/o S. Lee, 130 Johnson Road,  Scotia, NY 12302    www.nenyos.com   

NEXT MEETING 

December 5, 2015 

1:30 Beginner talk 

 

2:00 p.m. Show Table, 

 

Holiday Gathering—

discussion of topics and 

member plant sales. If you 

have a plant which you can 

part with, bring it with a 

price. 

 

After presentation—Questions 

and Raffle 

 

The meeting is at the William K. Sanford Li-

brary, 629 Albany Shaker Road, Colonie 

(Loudonville, 12211)  (Times are approximate.) 

 

 

Genevieve Wiech emailed me very 

excited about the twelve bloom 

spikes on her Oncidium and she has a 

Paphiopedilum that is spiking too! It 

is very exciting when growers begin 

to achieve the success they so hope 

for!   

Raffle Winners 
 

     Don’t forget, Raffle winners are asked to 

bring a “goodie” to the next meeting to 

help celebrate their good fortune. 

Many thanks to Patty Boggs 

who has agreed to step into 

Gill O’Brien’s position as 

Nametag Guru. We appreci-

ate your commitment and 

support for NENYOS. 

SBuxton 


