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Growing a Mixed Collection
in the Northeast
Dick Doran's talk was slated to
delve into the Zygopetalum family
of orchids and their care. While he
did not spend too much time specifically treating them as a separate group of orchids, we learned
that he grew them in his mixed
collection of 'cold at night and
colder'.....meaning he takes the approach that his orchids must sustain temperatures overnight in
winter in the low 50's in both of
his greenhouses. Lighting is whatever comes during our 4 seasons
with its cloudy/sunny days. He enjoys this group with all the interspecific cultivars now on the mar-
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A common Zygopetalum found
when looking to collect one for a
collection.

from slightly warmer (those that
reside on wire benches closer to
the heater) to cooler. He gives the
impression he is not a fussy kind
of orchid grower. He does not create environments for the orchids
he wants to grow, but grows the
orchids that simply thrive in his
conditions. He does reduce watering for a couple months in mid
winter and throws them ALL outside in the summer.

It is always a treat to have Dick
visit us and share a few tidbits. His
practicality is salve for us hyper
OK, this means our proverbial vigilant growers!
wrung-out-sponge feeling which is
By Janet Vinyard
so hard to maintain......and must go
a bit dryer during the cold,
low light, deep winter. He
thought Intermediate temperature were fine; and
moderately bright light, no
direct sun, were favorable.
He stressed the need for
good AIR MOVEMENT!
Use fans no matter where
you grow them. "Move
their air"! was the repeated
missive.

He stressed their soft big
leaves will invariably develop spots easily. Despite
many tests to determine
cause, nothing has been conclusive
as causative factor, nor does it
PBoggs cause demise. The newer hybrids
are showing a tolerance or seem to
ket, many developed for long last- be less susceptible to the leaf spoting bloom and fragrance.
ting. He cautions that a good and
tepid water source is essential!
The problem with Zygo's, he
He went on to give us a visual
mentioned, is that they want to be tour through his greenhouse with
"WET, BUT NOT WET"!
mixed species and cultivars, going
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Upcoming Meetings
April 1—Basic Orchid
Growing with George
Alford
May 6—Linda Wilhelm
of Woodland Orchids in
NC -“The Magnificent
Stanhopeas”
June 3- Piping Rock Orchids Open House, Galway
July—no meeting
August 5—Annual Picnic in Scotia
September 10—cohosting International
Phalaenopsis Alliance
meeting in Voorheesville
October 7—TBD at William Sanford Library in
Colonie

March 2017

2

Upcoming Events in the Northeast
March 18 - 19, 2017 Nutmeg State Orchid Society Show " Come See Our Bloomer s" is
being held at the West Hartford Meeting & Conference Center, 50 South Main St., West
Hartford, CT. Contact: Sandy Myhalik, 860-677-0504 or myhalik@comcast.net
March 18, 2017 Mid-Hudson Orchid Society Spring Show & Sale at Union Pr esbyter ian Church, 44 Balmville Road, Newburgh, NY. Contact: Ruth Nattras, 845-343-2901 or
rnrn@frontier.com
March 24 - 26, 2017 Southeastern Pennsylvania Orchid Society International Orchid
Show & Sale at Philadelphia Expo Center at Oaks, 100 Station Ave., Oaks, PA. Contact: Bob Sprague, 484-919-2922 or bobsatcyndal@aol.com
April 1 - 2, 2017 Genesee Region Orchid Society Spring Orchid Show at Rochester
Museum & Science Center, Eisenhart Auditorium, 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY. For
more info, contact Carol Butcher at 585-742-3403 or jbutche1@rochester.rr.com
GROS—Greater Rochester Orchid Soc.
STOS—Southern Tier OS

CTOS—Connecticut OS
MHOS—Mid-Hudson OS C heck www.aos.org/events before

traveling to see if there may be a local orchid event at your destination. Everything published in Orchids magazine is also on the
web page

Beginner Talks – with Alex Shepherd ar e a chance for member s to
learn some basic information to help improve their orchid growing habits
and knowledge. The programs take place before select meetings.
Here’s what’s we have for Beginner Talks in 2017:
May

The Newsletter is looking
for other members interest- October
ed in being columnists, photos or helping out. Please
email buxtonsandy@gmail.com if you are
interested!

Repotting info on achieving success when performing the task.
Leaves

They provide tons of info which can help you
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Show Off Extra Blooms
If you have plants in bloom which didn’t get a chance to visit
the Show Table for your moment of fame, take heart.
Alex is willing to prep photos that are emailed to her so they
will be visible before the next meeting. Just email shepherd@nycap.rr.com the information.
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THE MARCH 2017 AOS CORNER–
From the desk of Denise Lucero, ViceChair, American Orchid Society Affiliated Societies Committee
Affiliated Societies Committee
The event registration and hotel reservation link: American Orchid Society
Spring 2017 Members Meeting is on the
AOS website. It’s being held at the
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, home
of the AOS, in Coral Gables, Florida, on
May 17-21, 2017. Also, note that it’s
being held in conjunction with Redland
International Orchid Festival in Homestead, Florida, which is an event beloved
by many orchid enthusiasts. Special
hotel rates are being made available and
quantities are limited, so book now before it’s too late. All AOS members are
welcome to join us. Space is limited and
filling quickly so we encourage you to
make reservations.
Each month I await my copy of Orchids magazine, the Bulletin of the
American Orchid Society. I always open
it immediately and it’s the one magazine
that I actually read cover to cover. Whether it’s technical knowledge,
learning about what’s up and coming in
the orchid world, or simply appreciating
the spectacular photos of newly awarded
flowers of other orchid enthusiasts, it is
always full of useful information.
We now have access to 350+ past issues of Orchids magazine online and I
often find myself on the AOS website
looking for info on an orchid that I have
just seen at a society meeting or show
that I have been wowed by. It’s the
place I can always find accurate and
complete information. It gives me a
great appreciation for the individuals
who have established, maintained and so
generously contributed to the AOS to
provide a wealth of what, for me, always
brings joy into my life.
If you
have an
upcoming
show,
remember to
check out
the
“Guide
to a Successful
Orchid Platanthera ciliaris ‘Rattlesnake
Show” Master' CBR/AOS; Photographer:
which James McCulloch
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can aid even the most experienced to
stay organized and on-track while planning a show. Also, remember we have
an updated List of Speakers to help you
plan society meeting programs. You
will now find the Affiliated Societies
link on the home page under the “About
Us” heading.
AOS has a variety of webinars available on the website aos.org for both the
public and members.
WHAT ARE WEBINARS? Webinars are an Internet conference where
you can hear the speaker and view his
presentation, ask questions, and hear
interactions from other members of the
audience. You can join either on your
computer or by phone. You can join
from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or
even your mobile device. Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use
VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol).
You will need a microphone for your
computer to use VoIP.
WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T
MAKE THE DATE? The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the
AOS website, where you will find a link
allowing you to view the webinars at
your convenience.
THE MARCH ISSUE OF ORCHIDS
MAGAZINE will featur e great ar ticles and beautiful pictures on:
Genus of the Month - Top 10 Epidendrums
Orchids Illustrated – Gomesa
For the Novice - Orchid Disease Control: Fungicides and Bactericides
Collector's Item - Diaphananthe bidens
Phalaenopsis Doctor: Rx for a CutFlower Business in Iowa
The Native Orchids of California, Part 2
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VENDORS WHO HELPED
WITH THE 2016
AUCTION & Activities
Bill Doran, Co Flower wholesalers
45 Industrial Park Rd, Albany, NY
12206 (518)-465-5285
www.billdoran.com

Island Sun Orchids –
Karen Kimmerle; PO Box 909,
Keaau, HI
Lehua Orchids
Mountain View, HI
808-968-8898
www.lehuaorchids.com
Piping Rock Orchids
2270 Cook Rd
Galway, NY 12074
518-882-9002
www.pipingrockorchids.com

Sunset Valley Orchids

Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place
Vista, CA 92081(760) 639-6255
Www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com
The Orchid Works
Rayna@the orchidworks.com
P.O. 278 Hakalau, HI 96710
wholesale and retail lists online
Walter Scheeren
44-3265 Kalopa Mauka Rd
Honokaa,HI 96727
808-775-1185
WFScheeren@juno.com

Woodstock Orchids –Elaine Grega
ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS
MAGAZINE! 16-page award gallery of 845 679 6531 or
woodstockorchids@gmail.com
breathtaking pictures of recently awarded orchids.
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE:
See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving
awards from the AOS! Visit the new
“Latest Orchid Awards” page on the
AOS website to enjoy these stunning
photographs! Click on the thumbnails to
see them in larger format. Free to members and nonmembers
Let’s grow together,

Denise Lucero

(dluceroaosmembership@gmail.com).

AOS
Phragmipedium Fritz Schomburg
'Sycamore Creek' AM/AOS; Photographer: Arthur Pinkers
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extra humidity. She says she may try growing some
Editor Note: After seeing a fantastic meeting lecmoss on the floor of a small aquarium to see how
ture write up in another society newsletter, I felt NEthat goes. Maybe she won’t have to clean the algae
NYOS would benefit from learning from one of our
out so ofmore distant members.
ten. She
has a Q-tip
ORCHIDARIUMS
in there for
Presented by Suzy Massey and Sue Labonville, who checking
are members of MEOS (Maine Orchid Society).
the moisture in the
Sue Labonville says she got interested in orchidari- medium.
ums when she saw one and noticed that all of the
plants in it looked really healthy. This is due to the
The LED
increased humidity available to the plants. After
lights are
some searching, she then found one for sale for
guaranteed
SLabonville
$700. She did not end up purchasing that beautiful for two
orchidarium because it was too expensive. Instead
years, but are expensive to purchase. She keeps
she got an aquarium from her grandson when his fish them on a timer. They turn on for about 12 hours a
died and he decided to sell it. Josh Labonville (her day. Sue wants to experiment with changing the
husband) then rigged up an old closet pole in the
length of daylight as the seasons change. Bob
back of the tank which she hangs her orchids from. Cleveland said that there is a new LED he found at
She found an ideal little computer fan to keep the BJ’s for $36.99, which is very bright. They come in
air moving. Orchids need to have air movement to strips and are made in the USA by a company called
thrive. Computer fans are small and quiet and are
Lights of America. They should last for 50 thousand
meant to run all the time, so they are perfect for this hours. The T-5 fluorescent lights are not as bright as
kind of project. They also happen to be quite reathe LED’s. LED lights use less electricity and are
sonable in price. Sue keeps the fans running all of
economical to run.
the time. Bob Cleveland reports that he has used a
Sue recommends using a humidity gauge to meascomputer fan for his orchids for 30 years and they
ure the humidity and also temperatures. It will keep
are fantastic.
track of the highs and lows for the last 24 hours. Sue
also reports the incidence of far fewer pests in the
A sheet
orchidarium as compared to windowsill growing.
of PlexiThis is due to the higher humidity.
glas coFertilizer: The air is 2/3 Nitr ogen and the aer ial
vers the
roots of the orchids get some nutrients from that, but
top and it
it is a good idea to provide some additional nutrients
just sets
for your orchids.
on the
tank.
Sue Labonville relayed a funny fertilizer shopping
Very litexperience that she had recently. While leaving her
tle moishair appointment one day she noticed a sign for a
ture esSLabonville “grow store” which was partly visible behind her
capes
hairdresser’s shop. She decided to venture in and
from the area where the cord goes in. Sue uses LED check it out. Upon entering the store, she was
lights as they don’t throw off a lot of heat. She has a amazed by the huge selection of fertilizers they had
cooler tank for her Masdevallias because they like
and she had never seen so many fertilizers and difcool conditions. The humidity ranges from 93 to
ferent kinds of lights and light fixtures before. She
99% and the temperature range goes from 53 to 62
asked the salesperson whether they get a lot of ordegrees. Because the humidity is so high, Sue can
chid growers in their store. The clerk replied,
go a week between watering, even for the mounted “never.” Sue asked him what the people are groworchids.
ing with all of this abundance of fertilizers and
In the cooler aquarium, she does not put any gravel lights, and he said it was “tomatoes.” Oh…..
or anything in there for moisture. In the warmer
Continued on page 5
aquarium, she keeps saucers of pebbles to provide
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Orchidariums from pg 4Suzy Massey told us
about her orchidariums and the experience she has had
growing orchids in
them. She keeps the
temperature during the
daytime at 70 degrees
and it gets down to the
60’s at night in her
tanks.
Her big tank holds
50 gallons and has a
tension rod on the
back side of it for
SLabonville
hanging her plants.
A computer fan in action.
She put ridged foam
with reflective silver stuff on it at the back of the tank
on the outside. This provides a bit of insulation. She
purchased some clear vinyl from a fabric store which
she uses to cover the top.
To secure it, she uses industrial Velcro with felt to
block the corner where
her cords come in. Suzy
confessed that she really
loves any project which
entails a trip to the hardware store and the fabric
store.
Her small tank is a 22
gallon size. She turned it
SLabonville up on its end to give more
room for taller orchids.
She uses cut up grids from fluorescent light fixtures
and attaches hanging plants to them. Zip ties hold
everything together. Suzy uses T-5 fluorescent
lights.
Ultraviolet light encourages growth in your orchids.
You need a little of the red spectrum to encourage
flowering. (See picture 2).
Suzy also has an orchidarium she repurposed out of
an old I-Mac computer housing. It has its own light
and computer fan inside. A flap of the clear vinyl
closes the front opening. Her orchids are quite happy
in there.
Someone asked why not just put orchid medium or
gravel in the bottom of the aquarium and plant every-
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thing in that? We discussed several reasons why that
would not be the best solution. The first reason is
because of possible virus transmission from plant to
plant. You cannot isolate a plant if they are all planted together. The second problem with that is that different plants have different moisture needs. Some of
your plants will do fine because they are getting the
moisture they need, but others will suffer because
they are getting either too much or too little moisture.
The third reason is that you need to periodically flush
out the salts that
build up in your medium by running
water through it
thoroughly. You
cannot easily accomplish this in the
bottom of an aquarium.
Suzy will put up
the links to where to
purchase the various
supplies you will
need on our website.
Respectfully submitted, Suzanne Hamilton, MEOS Secretary

SLabonville

Here is full list.

Fans
Computer fans (a.k.a.
“Muffin fans”) on Amazon:
The little low-speed fan.
AC Infinity AXIAL 8038, Muffin Cooling Fan, 115V AC 80mm by
80mm by 38mm Low Speed
4.7 out of 5 stars 247 customer reviews
Price: $16.99 &
FREE Shipping on orders over $35. Details :Sold by AC Infinity
and Fulfilled by Amazon.
• Designed for custom projects that requires or as a replacement fan in various machinery.
• Includes a heavy-duty aluminum fan with power plug cord,
two fan guards, and mounting screw set.
• Dual-ball bearings have a lifespan of 67,000 hours and allows
the fans to be laid flat or stand upright.
• Low Speed: Has a lower noise and airflow rating than high
speed models.
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http://maineorchidsociety.org/orchidarium-supplies/
Fans—
The bigger low-speed fan. AC Infinity AXIAL 1225, Muffin Cooling Fan, 115V AC 120mm by 120mm by 25mm Low Speed
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B009OWVUJ0/
ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
The bigger high-speed fan. AC Infinity AXIAL 1238, Muffin Cooling Fan, 115V AC 120mm by 120mm by 38mm High Speed
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B009OWRMZ6/
ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o02_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
If you are looking around on the web for fans, make sure that
they come with a plug! Some are meant to be hardwired.

Lights
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April’s meeting is an opportunity for NENYOS members—
Members can sell plants at the
meeting. So if you have something you think someone else
might enjoy, get it ready and bring
it to display.
Labels, pictures and culture info are great sales tools!
42NQF7FN47RER8&pd_rd_w=ai6Xs&pd_rd_wg=jApMO&psc
=1&refRID=6CB4GC42NQF7FN47RER8

The LED shop light that Bob mentioned is currently available at
the BJs in Portland in the light bulb aisle. It is 40w and 4500
lumens.

Extra Goodies
JRaymond

JRaymond
You can also order it from Sam’s Club online – I think you can
pick it up at the club.
The blue and red LED lights that Sue uses are available at HTG
Grow Supply. There is a Portland store on Rand Rd.

Humidity Monitor
I think this is the one Sue has. AcuRite 00613 Indoor Humidity
Monitor 4.2 out of 5 stars
12,233 customer reviews
#1
Best Seller in Humidifier Accessories Price: $7.99 & FREE
Shipping on orders over $35. Details: Ships from and sold by
Amazon.com.
Size: 3-inches Height x 2.5-inches Width x 1.3-inches Depth
• Measures indoor temperature (Fahrenheit or Celsius) and
humidity
• Humidity level icon indicates high, low, or ideal indoor conditions
• Daily high and low temperature and humidity records
• Totally wireless tabletop and magnet-mountable design
• Powered by one (1) AA battery (not included)
https://www.amazon.com/AcuRite-00613-Indoor-HumidityMonitor/dp/B0013BKDO8/ref=pd_bxgy_328_img_3?
_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B0013BKDO8&pd_rd_r=6CB4GC

John Raymond and
Phil Rudko sent pics of Phal.

Pilong Cherry L that was a January Raffle win. R is Psychopsis
Papilio var. Alba which is the
yellow version.

From Zenda Sinclair

From Caiman islands Show

ZSinclair

ZSinclair
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Show Table Tales

PBoggs
PBoggs

PBoggs

PBoggs

Kristine (Komjathy?) brought
this nice trio—L: Phal Sweet
memory, grown on windowsill with fragrance. Center:
Pot. Shifong Little Sun, R:
Rhy. Gigantean peach x self.
PBoggs

Elaine Grega brought a lovely mounted
plant and display.
PBoggs

PBoggs
PBoggs

Deb Lambeth brought
a large plant to discuss with Dick Doran
(behind) and the
group.
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NEXT MEETING

April 1, 2017
1:30 p.m. Announcements
and Beginner Talk
1:50 p.m. Show Table,

2:10 George Alford will
be presenting “Basic Orchid Growing
After presentation—
Questions and Raffle
Member Plant Sales!!
The meeting is at the William K. Sanford Library, 629
Albany Shaker Road, Colonie (Loudonville, 12211)

…..Congratulations!
March
Raffle Winners:

PBoggs

Enjoy your
new plants!!
PBoggs

Raffle Winners
Don’t forget, Raffle winners are
asked to bring a “goodie” to the next
meeting (March) to help celebrate
their good fortune.

The March Raffle Table held some great
plants in both bloom and spike!! Check
out that Miltonia!

